Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin

Sunday, October 4, 2020
We celebrate Christ, teach Christ, witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ!

18th Sunday
after Pentecost
In today’s reading from the Hebrew Scriptures the prophet Isaiah compares the people of Israel to a
vineyard that God carefully planted, expecting a wonderful crop of grapes. Isaiah believed the wonderful
crop God was looking for and didn’t find was justice and righteousness. Jesus also tells a story about a
vineyard, the tenants of which refused to deliver the produce they had harvested. Jesus sense of justice and
righteousness was that all people were meant to enjoy healing, abundant life, and God’s everlasting love.
Despite the fact that the Apostle Paul was violently opposed to Jesus, Jesus brought even him into the
kingdom. God is Grace. All the time.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE John Kopp: “Pavane,” Gordon Young
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
C
Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
C

Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn
from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus
Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

C

GATHERING HYMN OF PRAISE Setting 7, Evangelical Lutheran Worship
¡Gloria,

gloria, gloria en las alturas a Dios!
¡Gloria, gloria, gloria en las alturas a Dios!
Y_en la tierra pax para aquellos que_ama_el Señor.
Y_en la tierra pax para aquellos que_ama_el Señor.
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.
APOSTOLIC GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
FIRST READING - Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet Isaiah sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this
song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has
brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were
expected.
1

Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4
What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I haven’t done for it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
5
And now I’ll tell you
what I’ll do to my vineyard.
2

I’ll remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I’ll break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
6
I’ll make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I’ll also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
7
Because the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
the LORD expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
he expected righteousness,
but heard a cry!
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!

SPECIAL MUSIC - Chancel Bell Choir: “This is My Father’s World.”
Tune by Terra Beata Arranged by: Larry Sue
SECOND READING - Philippians 3:4b-14
The Apostle Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison
to the right relationship with God that he had been given by the Grace of God in Jesus.
4b

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I’ve come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I’ve suffered
the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, so I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from
the dead.
12
Not that I’ve already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I don’t consider that I’ve made it my own; but this one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting 10, Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
3

THE GOSPEL - Matthew 21:33-46
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 33“Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, the landowner
sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. 36Again the landowner sent other slaves, more than the first; and the tenants
treated them in the same way. 37Finally the landowner sent his son to the tenants, saying, ‘They’ll respect my
son.’
38
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come on, let’s kill him and get
his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
40
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41
The chief priests and the elders of the people said to Jesus, “He’ll put those wretches to a miserable death,
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it’s amazing in our eyes’?
43
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to people who
produce the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it
will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
45
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. 46They wanted to arrest Jesus, but they feared the crowds, because the crowds regarded
Jesus as a prophet.
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “I Come With Joy,” Katie Lange
1

I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2

I come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ's communion bread,
in Christ's communion bread.

3

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.
4

4

The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,
is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,
alive among us here.

5

Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we'll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
(A brief silence.)
P

Holy God, you call us to work for justice. Help us understand and embrace what Jesus meant by
justice. Empower us to direct the ministry of our congregation to accomplish what Jesus calls us to
do. Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

You look for justice also among those who hold political and economic power. Inspire all these
leaders around the world to provide for educational opportunity, safe infrastructure, and a living
wage for all people. Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Thank you, Holy God, for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless, guide, and care for those whose
hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

5

P

Holy God, sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our
pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul.
We especially call to mind those who are struggling today those we name in our hearts or aloud.
Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Thank you, Holy God, for the saints who have taught us to live faithfully in your vineyard here on
earth. When our labors are done, bring us to the feast everlasting in heaven. Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN “May You Run and Not Be Weary,” Katie Lange
May you run and not be weary.
May your heart be filled with song.
And may the love of God continue
to give you hope and keep you strong.
And may you run and not be weary.
May your life be filled with joy.
And may the road you travel always lead you home.
Text: Handt Hanson
© 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C

Amen.

THE POSTLUDE John Kopp: Finale on “Tallis Canon,” L. Dean Bye

6

BAPTISM
Baptized on Saturday was Allie Marie Gnadt, daughter of Brian and Katie
Gnadt. Allie’s Sponsors were Sarah Gnadt and Nathan Petrashek.

Faith and Family Time! resources for the month of October will be
mailed to those who were unable to pick them up this past week.
● Offering Envelopes will still be available in the lobby for pick-up.
● One Bible Left Behind and Bibles for our new Three Year Olds are also in the lobby!
● On Thursday, October 8, recordings of the Bible Story for October 11 and a message
from Pastor Larry will be e-mailed to families in the weekly Sunday School e-mail.
If you don’t receive the e-mail or if you have trouble using the recordings or if you have
helpful suggestions for how to improve

Faith and Family Time! please let

Pastor Larry know any time.
May your Faith

and Family Time! be a blessing to you this week!

Pastor Larry

“CHRIST IN OUR HOME”
Christ in our Home daily devotional books for the months of October/November/December are
now available. Please contact the church office: 432-0308 and we will send one to you.
7

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION
Let’s talk about what matters most

Faith Out Loud
Personal Stories of Grace, God’s Presence, Suffering, Hope
How God makes a difference in our daily life
Each week, people from the Luther Seminary community will share stories
on a 10 minute video
as a way of inviting us to share our own stories of faith.

Join Us Sunday at 9:15 on ZOOM
Zoom Invitation:
Topic: Faith Out Loud Sunday Adult Study
Time: October 4, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92785220331
Meeting ID: 927 8522 0331
One tap mobile
+13017158592, 92785220331# US (Germantown)
+13126266799, 92785220331# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
8

Coffee at the time of COVID –
In an effort to continue to support small farmers in various parts of the
world so that they may receive a living wage for their work, we would like to
continue selling fairly traded coffee, tea and chocolate to members and
friends of Grace.
Simply call or email the church office 432-0308 (Monday through Friday, 8 am -4:30 pm)
and your order will be taken. It will be ready for pick-up the following day (8 am -4:30 pm).
Come to the lobby door, ring the bell to gain entrance and you will find your packaged order
on the table. Just leave your payment - check or cash (exact amount, please) in the box on
the table and you are on your way! Please note there is no “curbside” pick-up on evenings or
weekends unless special arrangements have been made.
Below is a list of products we have available:
Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Products
Organic Coffee 12 oz. Drip Grind
Organic Colombian
Organic Breakfast Blend
Organic Ethiopian
Organic French Roast
Organic Sisters Blend (16 oz.)

$7.00
$7.00
$7.00
$7.00
$8.25

Flavored Coffees 12 oz. Drip Grind
French Vanilla
Toffee Caramel

$7.25
$7.25

Decaffeinated Coffees 12 oz. Drip Grind
Organic DECAF Full City Roast
Organic DECAF French Roast

$8.00
$8.00

Fairly Traded Organic Teas 20 bags each box
Organic Black Tea
Organic Chai Tea
Organic Green Tea
Organic Green Mint Tea
Organic Decaf English Breakfast Tea
Organic Jasmine Green Tea
Organic Rooibus Chai Tea

$3.25
$3.25
$3.25
$3.25
$3.25
$3.25
$3.25

Organic Fairly Traded Cocoa
Hot Chocolate 12 oz. can
Baking Cocoa 8 oz. can

$5.50
$5.50

Chocolate Bars 2.8 ounces
Equal Exchange 88% Extreme Dark Chocolate
Equal Exchange 71% Very Dark Chocolate
Equal Exchange 43% Milk Chocolate

$2.50
$2.50
$2.50

Thank you for your continuing support of this ministry!
9

MYSTERY monthly
Book club
For October, we are reading Still Life by Louise Penny. This is the first in
the Inspector Gamache series, and for a change of pace, is NOT set in England but rather in Quebec – and it puts a new spin on the meaning of crosscultural! If you shop by cover, be aware that there are more covers for this
book than usual. Also, there is a film version but it is not recommended.
Also, due to cooler weather setting in, we’re moving indoors and trying a
new location – St. Brendan’s Waterford Room – in order to maintain appropriate distancing and ventilation.

Sunday, October 18th
6 p.m.
** NEW LOCATION **
St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room
(snacks and beverages will be available for purchase)
234 S Washington St.
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/
call 920-819-5482)

10

WORSHIP MINISTERS TODAY:
Preacher:
Liturgist:
Accompanist:
Hymn of the Day and Sending Hymn:
Special Music:

Pastor Larry Lange
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange
John Kopp
Katie Lange
Chancel Bells

MANY THANKS to all the Grace volunteers that made and donated their
time to make face coverings to help us stay safe at Grace.
Totals are:
Women’s
160
Men’s
109
Children’s
76
They will be available for those that need one as they enter Grace.

HELP WANTED!
Volunteer A/V Tech
We could still use one or two more volunteers to learn the new A/V system for livestreaming worship and adding enhanced video capabilities to worship.
Starting now:
● Training is available beginning with set-up procedures at 7:15 a.m. any Sunday.
● The time commitment: 7:15 – 9:30 a.m. on a substitute basis or on a schedule
agreed to among volunteers.
● Job Description: set-up for video input and streaming, operating camera(s), switching between video
feeds, linking YouTube to Facebook and website, etc.
Contact Pastor Larry at pastorlarry@gracegb.org if you can help with this important ministry!

Grace Lutheran Church
321 South Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308 office@gracegb.org www.gracegb.org
Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay

gracelutherangreenbay

Rev. Rebecca Proefrock, Visitation Minister - rproefrock@yahoo.com
Sharon Haapala, Parish Administrator - admin@gracegb.org
Dean Ahrens, Maintenance Supervisor - grounds@gracegb.org
Denise Zenko, Organist John Kopp, Choir Director
Rev. Larry Lange and Rev. Julie Wrubbel-Lange
pastorlarry@gracegb.org
pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Home phone: 920-455-0511
Sunday Service broadcast at 8:00 a.m. on Radio 1400 AM and live-streamed on YouTube (Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay WI)

