Good News of Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin
August 14, 2019
We celebrate Christ,
teach Christ,
witness to Christ,
and care for others
as though they are Christ.

The White Fungus
and the Black
Wasp
August 13, 2018
We know that God is working in
all things for good.
Romans 8:28
I have visited the part of Baird Creek
Parkway east of I 43 enough times, so on my
most recent visit, I didn’t even consider
printing out the on-line map. Not that it’s been
that many times. Less than ten. Except to the
east, the woods are constrained by houses,
roads, the freeway, and a train track, all, from
north to south, barely a 15 minute walk. It
would be pretty hard to get perilously lost.
Accessing Baird Creek Parkway east of I
43 from Superior Road near the railroad
crossing, you find a mountain bike trail loop
that follows Baird Creek. Not too far into the

woods in a clearing near a trail up to the ridge
above Baird Creek, I stopped to watch bumble
bees crawling all over fading purple coneflowers
and a planthopper immobile on a milkweed
leaf. Planthoppers look like the dorsal fin of a
shark. They’re only about 1/4 of an inch long
and are a perfectly camouflaged milkweed
green. 2 ½ hours later as I was headed for my
car, the planthopper was still stationed in
exactly the same place. He wasn’t even
eating. Or hopping.
Deeper in the woods along the creek an
apple tree grows. Certainly a squirrel may have
planted it there, though it’s possible a farm or
an orchard may have bordered the creek long
ago.
Where the tree canopy emits only a dark
green light and the forest floor is often only
black mud, a White Comb Tooth Fungus is
sprouting on a barkless gray log lying exposed
among a tangle of branches, blanketed with wild
grape vines. This fungus, which is feeding on
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Insert: Super Happy Fun Potluck Picnic
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT GOOD NEWS OF GRACE: The next “Good News of Grace” will be sent out
the week of August 26. Please have articles in to the Church Office by 12:00 noon Monday,
August 26, 2019.

the flesh of the rotting tree, looks like a tiny
white coral tree glowing in eerie green light.
I went on to explore two tributaries of
Baird Creek flowing in river bottom ravines
from the south and east. For my return trip, I
found the rest of the loop of the mountain bike
trail that runs along the ridge above Baird
Creek. This part of the trail runs through open
fields full of not-quite-blooming goldenrod, wild
bergamot, black-eyed Susans, yarrows, purple
cone flowers, white clover, and milkweed all
bordered by sumac and saplings venturing out
from the oak woods. On one of the goldenrods,
a pair of enormous (4 inch long!) black wasps
with iridescent blue-green wings were lunching
in the flowers together. They were fueling up,
perhaps, for their life’s work: paralyzing
katydids, crickets, cicadas and grasshoppers,
stuffing them in tunnels they’d dug, and laying
one egg on each victim who is not only buried
alive but eaten alive when the egg
hatches. These ruthless murderers are called
Great Black Wasps. Their larvae eat 2 – 6
insects during their 10 day larval stage. It’s a
bug eat bug life out there.
I was pretty amazed at these three new
creatures I met on that walk. As much time as
I have spent in the woods, I had never seen a
planthopper before nor a Great Black Wasp nor
a White Comb Tooth Fungus. Everyone I met
(except that planthopper) was purposefully
engaged in some kind of life-giving toil:
returning nutrients to the soil, devouring food,
pollinating flowers, blooming, bearing fruit and
seeds. As horrifying as the mission of the
Great Black Wasps appears to be, they are
credited with keeping the population of
creatures who devour plants at a sustainable
level.
Recalling all this purposeful activity, a
familiar scripture came to mind:
For everything there is a
season, and a time for every
matter under heaven: a time to be
born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up what
is planted; a time to kill, and a
time to heal; a time to break down,
and a time to build up; a time to
weep, and a time to laugh; a time
to mourn, and a time to dance; a
time to throw away stones, and a
time to gather stones together; a
time to embrace, and a time to

refrain from embracing; a time to
seek, and a time to lose; a time to
keep, and a time to throw away; a
time to tear, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silence, and a time to
speak; a time to love, and a time to
hate; a time for war, and a time for
peace.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
In the story of the Great Black Wasps, a
time to be born and a time to die occur more or
less simultaneously, as is the case for the living
fungus consuming the dead log. Still this
passage from Ecclesiastes seems to describe the
way of the natural order well enough. Living and
dying, planting and harvesting, killing and
nurturing all have their times in the life of the
natural world.
But I’m somewhat hesitant to imagine
what it has to do with human life. It is, I hope,
more of a recognition of the inevitability of the
savage vicissitudes of human life than a wholehearted affirmation of them. Just because war
appears at times to be inevitable, doesn’t mean
it’s more desirable than working for
peace. Though the writer of Ecclesiastes goes on
to say that God is responsible for having “made
everything suitable for its time,” he also indicates
we really don’t know exactly what God has been
up to from “the beginning to the end.” One is
more encouraged, I think, by the Apostle Paul’s
declaration that “God is working in all things for
the good.” But one also wishes God would work
a bit harder.
For all of its recognition of the inevitability
joys and sorrows of human existence, there’s still
a stubborn insistence in Ecclesiastes our social
order to be like a forest floor sprouting an army
of pale, flesh-eating parasites spewing clouds of
spores that root in any open wound of the
remaining living wood. No one would be safe to
wander through such a world, nor does God wish
it upon us.
Pastor Larry
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“YOUNG AT HEART” 2019
CALENDAR
Below is a monthly listing of the
programs we have scheduled the
rest of 2019 for Young at Heart
Luncheons. Mark the 2nd Friday of each
month on your calendar for food, fun, and
fellowship. We meet at Noon in the North
Basement. The cost of the meal is $8.00.
Here is the schedule for 2019:
September 13:
October 11:
November 8:
December 13:

Pastor Larry,
Sabbatical Report
House of Hope
Jim Poels, How to
Prevent Falls.
Sing-a-long

“YOUNG AT HEART”
The next Young at Heart Lunch
will be September 13 at 12:00.
Our menu will be BBQ pulled
pork sandwiches, potato salad,
veggie tray, desserts, coffee/milk.
The suggested donation is $8.00. After
lunch our speaker will be Pastor Larry,
giving us a report on his sabbatical. Sign
up on the Courtesy Desk or call the Church
Office at 432-0308.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

September 8, 2019
See insert.
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The Board Board

Next meeting: September 3

Next meeting: August 20

 We are making great progress on
 Power of the Pipes organ concert was
the “Undy 500!” The collection
held at Grace on August 13th, 6:30
th
runs until August 4 .
p.m.
 The ELCA Green Bay congregations  Music scholarship applications are
will be sharing a meal, worship,
available in the parlor during
and service project on October
August. Auditions will be held in
27th.
September

Next meeting: August 13

Next meeting: September 4

 July’s Young at Heart luncheon will  Maribel Caves Family Day: Sunday,
feature a picnic and games with
September 29 starting at noon.
prizes!
 Mission Trip Scrip Sales: Sunday,
 Looking into a new display unit for
September 29 through Sunday,
pamphlets.
November 3.
 Planning the church picnic for
 Mission Trip Orientation
Meeting: Wednesday, September
September 8th.
18, 7:30 p.m.

Next meeting: August 20
 An estate and funeral planning event
will be held on October 21st at 6:30
p.m.
 As a board we are checking out the
ELCA stewardship resources for
ideas for a fall stewardship drive.

Next meeting: September 10
 The parking lot island has been relandscaped. Old fill and tree roots
were removed and the area was relandscaped with river rock. Plants
were also added. Thanks to John
Koltz for his help on this project.
 The directional sign on Madison Street
was installed.
 The pollinating garden was completed.
Thanks to Bob and Carol Mead and
the Vacation Bible School students
for their assistance.
 The two driveway entrances off of Moravian Street have been repaired.
Thanks to Elliot Ness for his help

Congregational Council

Next meeting: August 14

Next meeting: August 27

 VBS is set for July 26 and 27, and registration will close
on July 22, so please sign up soon!
There is a giving tree located just outside the
sanctuary. If you are able, please help us with
some of the items we need for VBS.
If you are available on Thursday, July 25 at 6:30
p.m., we could use some help setting up tents.
 Adult Bible Study will start SOFIA (Stories of Faith in
Action) on Sunday, July 28 between services. Join us
for coffee and discussion!
 Mark your calendars: Sunday School starts September
8!.

 Approved three new memberships.
 Received an update on the transfer of the Memorial Trust to
the ELCA Endowment Fund.
 Addressed the Green Bay ELCA congregations’ plan for a
fellowship and service event on October 27th.
 Approved request to the Memorial Trust for earlier disbursement of $40,000 allocated for parking lot improvement/
resurfacing work in order to allow completion of the project this summer; the earlier completion will allow for
coordination with Newcomer’s paving and result in cost
savings and cohesive results.
 Received Board reports on ongoing work on many projects
and initiatives that continue through the summer.

As always, call the office or email office@gracegb.org if you have questions or would like to see the meeting minutes.
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CONGREGATION
NOTES
PACKER TICKETS THAT
ARE AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE – GREAT
SEATS:
4 tickets to the August 29th preseason game
against Kansas City
3 tickets to the December 8th game against
Washington

“UNDY” 500

Contact Sharon for more info. at 432-0308
or admin@gracegb.org

ICE CREAM PAILS
We are in need of some 1/2
gallon and gallon ice cream
plastic pails with covers. If you
have some you can donate,
please put them in the parlor kitchen. Thank
you.

7th GRADERS:

If you have a student who will be entering
the 7th grade this fall and you have not
received an email regarding the confirmation
program, please contact Pastor Julie (4320308) or pastorjulie@gracegb.org. Thank
you!

HOSPITALIZED?

If you or another member of
Grace is hospitalized, please
inform us by contacting the
church office, 432-0308.
We
have varying degrees of success in our
communication with the local hospitals
regarding pastoral visitation. Unfortunately,
even if the hospital says they will contact the
church about your stay, it doesn’t always
happen. We wish to be present with you but
we need to know where you are! Thank you!
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THANK YOU!
to all who donated socks
and “Undys” for the Backto-School Store. We have
collected over 900 pair and
have surpassed our goal!
Great job Grace!
This event is sponsored by the Service League
of Green Bay for the Back-to-School Store.

GRACE MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIP Applications

are now available on the desk in
the parlor for 2019/2020. Please
fill out and return to the Church
Office by August 30, 2019.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Thursday, August 15 at 5:30 pm and August
18 at 8:00 & 10:00 am
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Events:
10:00 - Worship Band
Adult Education-Stories of Faith in Action
Readings:
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Colossians 3:1-15, John 8:31
-36

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE
RECEIPT OF A GIFT TO:




the food pantry in memory of Virginia
Vandeleest from friends and family.
the food pantry in memory of Mary Kirchman
from friends.
Grace Lutheran in memory of Ron Marler
from family and friends

Thursday, August 22 at 5:30 pm and August
25 at 8:00 & 10:00 am
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Events:
Adult Education-Stories of Faith in Action
Readings:
Isaiah 58:9b-14, Psalm 103:1-8, Hebrews 12:1829, Luke 13:10-17
Thursday, August 29 at 5:30 pm and
September 1 at 8:00 & 10:00 am
(final Thursday and 10:00 service)
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Events:
Coffee Hour
Readings:
Proverbs 25:6-7, Psalm 112, Hebrews 13:1-8, 1516, Luke 14:1, 7-14

WORSHIP TIMES
Thursday at 5:30 pm and
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 am.

432-0208

Fall and Winter Worship times will begin on
Saturday, September 7 at 5:00pm and
Sunday, September 8 at 8:00 & 10:30am
Our Worship is Broadcast on
Radio 1400AM at 8:00 am
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WORSHIP MINISTER
SCHEDULE
THURS., AUGUST 15, 5:30 PM
Ushers:
Andrea Hansen, Pam Anderson
Lector & Com. Assist.: Scott Ashmann
Accompanist:
Denise Zenko

SUN., AUGUST 18, 8:00 & 10:00 AM
Lector &
Com. Assist:

8:00 - Bob Wolslegel, L&CA
Carol Wolslegel, Phyllis Seidl,
Mildred Watermolen, CA
10:00 - Bern Jacobson, L&CA
Kitty Nagel, Josh Moyer, CA
Altar Guild:
8:00 - Sharon Paplham, Clarica
Erickson, Lydia Santana,
April Neuville
10:00 – Judy Swaer, Carla Brawner,
Jean Lotter, Marsha Schroeder,
Lexi Volk, Carter Thompson
Acolytes:
8:00 – Ryan Davidson Jake Jazgar
10:00 - Kayla Miller
Ushers: 8:00 - Bill & Dee Kaehler, Bea Froelich,
Byron Froelich, Ted & Barb Gloeckler,
Pete Diemer
10:00 - Kim Selissen, Paul & Jessica Wikgren,
Bill Stollberg, Dick Destree,
Daniel Selissen
Accompanist:
Denise Zenko
Music Leaders: 10:00 - Worship Band
Greeters:
8:00 - Lisa and Grace Herman
10:00 - Paul & Helen Gubics

THURS., AUGUST 22, 5:30 PM
Ushers:
Bev Larsen, Karen Pangborn
Lector & Com. Assist.: Jim Silha
Accompanist:
Denise Zenko

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 8:00 & 10:00 AM
Lector &
8:00 – Carol Wolslegel, L&CA
Com. Assist.:
Bob Wolslegel, CA
10:00 – Josh Moyer, L&CA,
Kitty Nagel, Bern Jacobson, CA
Altar Guild
8:00 - Linda & Dave Rabe, Debra
LaHaye, April Swim, Sophia
Mleziva
10:00 – Diana Perrault, Kathy Poels,
Susan Lambert-Tease,
Sharon Lambert-Rademacher,
Julia Nava
Ushers: 8:00 - Toni Lawson, Paul Kriedeman,
Kathryn Andrews, Barb Huettl,
Mark Kollath, Ethan Swim
10:00 - Robert Goelz, Jim Poels, Robin Powell,
Regan Mertens
Acolytes: 8:00 – Hannah Willi, Joseph DeClerc
10:00 - Jake Eggert
Greeters: 8:00 - Bill & Dee Kaehler
10:00 – Bill Miller, Barb Hubbard
Accompanist:
Denise Zenko

THURS., AUGUST 29, 5:30 PM
Ushers:
Dave Branger, Margaret Nelson
Lector & Com. Assist.: Karen Pangborn
Accompanist:
John Kopp

FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
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ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S. Madison St., Green Bay, WI 54301
Phone: 920 432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
“Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay”

Worship Service Times:
Memorial Day Weekend thru
Labor Day Weekend
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. with Holy
Communion
Fall & Winter
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. with Holy
Communion
Christian Education each Sunday from 9:15
-10:15 a.m.

Staff:

Pastor Larry Lange
Res. Phone: 920-455-0511
pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange
pastorjulie@gracegb.org

Res. Phone: 920-455-0511

Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
Phone: 920-819-5482 rproefrock@yahoo.com
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Rev. Dick Schmeling:

dickschmeling@gmail.com

Sunday School, Kathy Poels:

education@gracegb.org

OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH WEEK AT 8:00 A.M. ON WDUZ RADIO 1400 AM

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S. MADISON ST.
GREEN BAY, WI 54301
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