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We celebrate Christ,
teach Christ,
witness to Christ,
and care for others
as though they are Christ.

THE SQUIRREL
September 12, 2017

The one who had
received the five
talents came forward,
bringing five more
talents, saying,

O6Master, you handed over
see, I have made fHisve
master said to him,

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, | will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your

master . 0
Matthew 25:20 -21

Grace has a lovely black walnut tree in
the Monroe Street green space. Walnut trees

mo rinsectipgsis.d heichemigal known as

compete. Walnut trees do recover quickly if
their competitors age and fall, but they need
to tower over others in order to flourish.
Because the forest is a competitive
pl ace, and because theyad
competitors, walnut trees have developed a
couple secret weapons. Exuded by their
leaves are chemicals called polyphenols
whigh arg,an exceligngdefenge agajnst s
juglone

6 We | 1S, & thensame tirgegexugled pynthe roots of

walnut trees and by the husks of walnuts.
Juglone is a chemical that discourages most
kinds of plant growth around walnut trees. If
youdre a gardener, and
walnut tree near your garden, you probably
already know this.

Though itdés hard to s;
squirrel knows about all of this inter -

y

are late bloomers; their leaves form late in vegetative conflict, |6&m
spring, so other trees get_ a head start every squirrel is very happy when walnut trees
year, a head start that might be part of the win. Walnuts are apparently one of their
reason itds difficult fo wal nut trees to
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favorite foods. Last week, | saw a squirrel
scampering across the parking lot with two
walnuts in his mouth! At this time of year
the squirrel is tremendously busy gathering
walnuts, eating them, and geo  -caching
them for future consumption.
Though | 6ve al ways
squirrels squirreling away walnuts and
other favorite foods was an arboreal myth,
after a recent bit of research, | could find no
evidence that i1tds not t
at least, do bury nuts to retrieve later: even
though the nuts may eventually be
irretrievably frozen in the ground or even
though squirrels canot
already sprouted or even though squirrels
may forget where they buried all the
walnuts they collected. | have a big brain,
and | have trouble keeping track of my
keys. But maybe squirrels are smarter
than we think.
Maybe this burying of treasure is
more of a long -term benefit to the squirrel.
Maybe the squirrel is like the two servants
i n Jesusd story whose
talents yielded five and two more talents.
God only knows how many nuts a squirrel
buries in a lifetime. Squirrels live about five
years. If only one nut that a squirrel buried
became a tree, thatos
of how many nuts those five trees will
produce each of the 50 years walnut trees
typically produce nuts! If Jesus had been
thinking about squirrels, he might have had
the Master in his story dismiss all the
servants as pretenders.
Master. o0Just five more
more talents? Slackers! Why, in just one
year, this squirrel here plants at least one
tree that bestows upon creation 50 years of
harvests resplendent with nuts! Well done
good and trustworthy squirrel. Enter into
the joy of your Master!o
To conduct an internet search on
squirrels reveals we human beings think of
squirrels primarily as pests. Not by any
means! Theyod6re servants
highest degree! Oh, that every human being
would match the squirrel in providing
untold generations with blessings
abundant!
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Pastor Larry

KEEPING YOU IN THE
(HEARI NG) LO

A couple of weeks ago a
hearing loop for T -coil
hearing aids was installed
ingthe sanctuary.  We are
grateful for the financial
donation that made this
possible. We have already

regeived regorts fom a gumbey of pegple of

their improved worship experience. Read on
and | earn more so that
| oop! o

at walnuts i f theyodove

What is a hearing loop and
how does it work?

Hearing loops allow people who wear hearing
aids to directly receive the sound from the
churchoés PA system i
without having to pick up a separate listening
device.

n t

D XpW Use hgaging aids?

If you wear hearing instruments you will need

to find out if your hearing aids have this
wireless receiver called a T -coil or Telecoil
byilf in, ip grdergto benefy from the hearipg n k
loop in our church. The T  -coil program is
accessed by pushing a button on a hearing

aid. This T -coil program has to be activated
by your audiologist. Talk to your audiologist

to find out if your instruments can have both

AN Raegkgrourd ngisg pigk Ypg and an MT
Progran{hlegded micp|  yphopg ol -coil

program) for improved hearing at church.

s el y

I f your hearing ai eagl do
built into them or you have difficulty

hearing, you can still use the system!

A personal listening device is available for
those who have difficulty hearing during
worship and can also be used by hearing aid
Jvearegs pegardjess pf eaiing aid typg, Please
speak to a hospitality team member (they

wear yellow badges) and they will assist you.

If you would like to know more, there will
be an informational meeting on Sunday,
July 14 at 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
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Personal Growth

Grace Lutheran Church

Education

Grace Lutheran Church

O YOUNG AT HEARTG
The next Young at Heart Lunch
will be July 12 at 12:00 in the
North Basement. Our menu will
be burgers, watermelon/fruit
salad, coleslaw, chips, beans,
dessert and lemonade. The suggested
donation is $8.00. After lunch we will play
some games and win some prizes. Sign up
on the Courtesy Desk or call the Church

Office at 432 -0308.

OYOUNG AT HEARTZG
CALENDAR

Below is a monthly listing of the
programs we have scheduled so
far for Young at Heart Luncheons. Mark the
2nd Friday of each month on your calendar
for food, fun, and fellowship. We meet at
Noon in the North Basement. The cost of

2019

Each Sunday from 9:15 -9:45 am
in the Dining Room

the meal is $8.00.

Here is the schedule for 2019:

July 12: Games & Prizes
August 9: Dementia Information by
the Aging & Disability

Resource Center of Brown

FROM THE PARISH
ADMINISTRATOR

County
September 13: Pastor Larry,
Sabbatical Report
October 11: House of Hope
November 8: Jim Poels, How to Prevent
Falls.
December 13: Sing-a-long




