Good News of Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin
May 8, 2019
We celebrate Christ,
teach Christ,
witness to Christ,
and care for others
as though they are Christ.
Pastor Julie’s and my family came from
Germany. Lots of people whose families
came from Germany have a saying:
“Cleanliness is next to godliness.” Which
means being clean is as important as
being a good Christian. Which means
when I was growing up I had to clean my
room and a bathroom every Saturday.

The Question of the
Week
Did Jesus clean himself by
taking showers
and brushing his teeth
and having clean clothes
and having good fitting
clothes?
Lots of parts to this question.
In general, the people of Israel kept themselves
very clean. A few words from rabbis in Jesus’
time about being clean:
“Being clean is part of being holy.”
“Keeping clean is better than
medicine.”
“People who didn’t keep themselves
clean could lose their minds.”
“It’s against the law to live in a
town with no bath.”

Baths and Spices
Back in Jesus’ day, there were no showers, but
there were lots of community baths in towns and
villages. Although a rabbi in Jesus’ time
recommended “steam baths” followed by a cold
bath, and a massage with oils spiced with
rosemary or marjoram, most folks couldn’t
afford that. You could check out what rosemary
and marjoram smell like by asking dad or mom
to sniff the spice jars. Not a bad smell. If you’re
a roast chicken. I don’t think you’d want to go
to school smelling like that. Most people washed
their hands before meals and cleaned their
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT GOOD NEWS OF GRACE: The next “Good News of Grace” will be sent
out the week of May 20. Please have articles in to the Church Office by 12:00 noon Monday,
May 20, 2019.

entire bodies on Friday afternoon before the
Sabbath. There were natural soaps. For
people who had jobs that made them very dirty,
pumice stones were used with the soap to help
scrub the dirt off of them. Travelers and guests
were treated to foot washings and oil with
spices for their hair (Luke 7:47)
Washing Hands
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke all
say Jesus and his disciples weren’t very careful
about washing hands. It’s one of the reasons
Pharisees didn’t like Jesus. Like GermanAmericans, Pharisees thought cleanliness was
next to godliness, too. Jesus didn’t think so.
Some people don’t have homes. Some people
don’t have running water. Some people are
afraid of taking a bath. For these reasons and
others, some people aren’t very clean. To
Jesus that didn’t mean God loved them less.
And so, to Jesus, washing your hands didn’t
mean God loved you more.
Brushing Your Teeth?
The spice anise may have been used to keep
one’s breath smelling clean, but there was no
such thing as brushing teeth. Anise smells like
licorice, but don’t think dad and mom are going
to let you run around chewing licorice all day.
Kids: Grow a Beard
Jewish men like Jesus did let their hair and
beards grow, but they took good care of them.
Messy hair meant someone was very sad.
Roman men shaved, so Jewish men grew their
beards as a way of saying, “I’m not one of those
nasty Roman people.” It’s a law in the Bible
that men had to let the hair on the sides of
their heads grow long (Leviticus 21:5).
Girding Up Your Loins
Clothes were very basic. They mainly had to fit
in the shoulders and sleeves.
1. Some people wore an undershirt called a
haluq.
2. Everyone wore a cloth undergarment
called a chiton or tunic. (Like a
bathrobe.)
3. Everyone needed a belt made of cloth or
leather. Wide cloth belts could be worn
like pouches to carry things. Belts held
the chiton together and were used to
gather the chiton up so one’s legs were
freer to walk or work. This is called
“girding up your loins.” The people of
Israel were told to eat the Passover meal
with their “loins girded,” so that they
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would be ready to escape slavery in Egypt
the next day. (Exodus 12). For a nice
picture of how to gird up your loins,
please see: https://
content.artofmanliness.com/
uploads/2014/10/Gird-Up-Your-Loins2.jpg
4. Everyone needed a cloak or imation.
Depending on what you did for a living,
this piece of clothing could be made of
camel or goat hair, so it was waterproof
and warm. If you were a shepherd, you
slept out under the stars in your cloak.
John the Baptist wore camel hair, because he
lived outside. Jesus and his disciples lived
outside a lot of the time, too. But not all the
time. Jesus had friends who had homes: Mary
Magdalene, Martha and Lazarus, John the
Beloved Disciple, and possibly some of the
women who traveled with him (Luke 8:3). So it’s
possible Jesus’ friends could have washed his
clothes or even provided new ones.
Don’t Worry about Clothes
So, for Jesus and for most people in his world,
clothes were pretty simple. And Jesus taught we
should keep it that way.
Why do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow: they don’t toil or spin,
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory wasn’t clothed like them.
So if God clothes the grass of the
field in this way even if it’s alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven: won’t God clothe you
even more—you of little faith?
Matthew 6:28-30
Hopefully you’re not worried about what
to wear. Or worried what your friends
would think about the clothes you just
bought. Jesus taught that the Kingdom of
God is more important to think about
than clothes or what you’ll eat or what
you’ll drink or what the Packers are going
to do about a running game this fall.
Jesus wants us to think about the
Kingdom of God and what we can do to
make it strong. Think about stuff like
that, Jesus says, and your mom and dad
will still get you new socks for your
birthday.
Pastor Larry

our work accompanying and protecting
migrant children and families. As you are
likely aware, this work becomes more urgent
every day as more immigrant minors flee
violence and poverty to come to the United
States.

THANK YOU TO
GRACE
Thank you to the members
of Grace who supported
our recent Brat Fry and
Can Drive! We appreciate
your help as we prepare for our trip this
summer to Rockport, Texas where we will
assist kids affected by natural disaster
(Hurricane Harvey).

With support such as yours, AMMPARO has
been able to grow significantly to date,
reaching congregations in 35 ELCA Synods,
including 23 synods that now have
AMMPARO/Immigration task forces and eight
Guardian Angel programs, sending volunteers
into the immigration courts to accompany
migrant children and their families.
Your generosity also helps fund our advocacy
leadership at the national level, where the
ELCA continues to be a voice for compassion
and care for refugees.

From the New Community Shelter Meal
Program
Thank you for giving so generously to the
New Community Meal Program.

And perhaps most importantly, with
congregational and synod support, AMMPARO
is able to provide direct assistance to migrant
through supporting legal assistance on a pro
bono basis at the US/Mexican border and
direct assistance to migrants who have been
repatriated to their home countries through
emergency humanitarian aid, vocational
training, seed capital for microenterprises and
more.

We appreciate your dedication and continual
support. Your generosity provides over 200
meals a night to those that may go hungry
otherwise.
On behalf of the meal participants and staff,
THANK YOU!!
Janet, Meal Coordinator
“We make a living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we give.”
Winston Churchill

With your ongoing support, AMMPARO will
continue to work on all of these fronts,
expanding its reach into more synods and
congregations and growing its impact as a
voice of advocacy in halls of power and
courtrooms and a voice of compassion to this
vulnerable population of young people.

From AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant
Minors with Protection, Advocacy,
Representation and Opportunities)

Yours in Christ,
Mary B. Campbell, Program Director, ELCA
AMMPARO

Grace’s contribution to AMMPARO was made
through an annual distribution of income from the
Mission Endowment Fund. Grace’s Mission
Endowment Fund was created to provide
additional money for outreach projects within our
community, synod, nationally and worldwide.
Dear Friends at Grace,
I am writing to thank you for your generous
contribution to AMMPARO, helping advance
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Spring is here!
Help us make our church
grounds more beautiful.
If you would like to buy a geranium
(or other plants) in honor or memory
of a loved one, please fill out this form and mail
to the Church Office or place in the offering
along with $3.00 per plant. The flowers will be
planted on the church grounds as soon as the
weather permits for all to enjoy.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Saturday, May 11, 5:00 pm and Sunday,
May 12, 8:00 & 10:30 am
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Events:
Youth Band Reh.
Readings:
Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17,
John 10:22-30

I wish to purchase a geranium (or other plant):
In Memory of:______________________________
___________________________________________
In Honor of: _______________________________
___________________________________________

Saturday, May 18, 5:00 pm and Sunday,
May 19, 8:00 & 10:30 am
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Events:
10:30 - Sunday School Worship
All Congregation Spring POTLUCK Picnic
Mission Endowment Mtg.
Readings:
Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1-6,
John 13:31-35

By: ________________________________________
___________________________________________
The deadline is Monday, May 20.
Thank you.

Thursday, May 23 and Sunday, May 26 at
8:00 & 10:00 am
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Readings:
Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, Revelation 21:10, 22
-22:5, John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturday at 5:00 pm and
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am
Summer Worship Times begin May 23.
Worship Service times will be
Thursday at 5:30 pm and Sunday at
8:00 & 10:00 am.
Our Worship is Broadcast on
Radio 1400AM at 8:00 am
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FROM THE PARISH
ADMINISTRATOR
A NEW MEMBER CLASS has been
scheduled for Saturday, May 11, from 9:00
a.m. – 12 noon. If you are interested in
learning more about membership at Grace,
please contact Pastor Julie at (432-0308) or
pastorjulie@gracegb.org

“YOUNG AT HEART” 2019
CALENDAR
Below is a monthly listing of the
programs we have scheduled so
far for Young at Heart
Luncheons. Mark the 2nd Friday of each
month on your calendar for food, fun, and
fellowship. We meet at Noon in the North
Basement. The cost of the meal is $8.00.
Here is the schedule for 2019:
June 14: Mission Trip 2018 -Linda Rabe
July 12:
Picnic
August 9: Dementia Information by the
Aging & Disability Resource
Center of Brown County
September 13: Pastor Larry,
Sabbatical Report
October 11:
House of Hope
November 8:
Jim Poels, How to Prevent
Falls.
December 13: Sing-a-long

PRAYER
REQUEST
We ask that you lift up in prayers the
following person:


Robert Neimczyk who is recovering from
surgery to remove his larynx as a result
of ALS.
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PRAYER
REQUEST
INSTRUCTIONS
If you would like to include the names of
people for publication in the church
newsletter prayer list please note the
following:
 members of Grace may call the church
office and request that first and last
names of individuals be placed on the
list.
 Names must be called into the church
office (no email).
 The caller will be asked to confirm that
the name being placed on the prayer list
was done so with that person’s
permission. Please do not submit names
for publication without first receiving
permission from the person for whom
you are requesting prayers.
 The prayer list is open to anyone for
whom you have a prayer concern
whether they are members of Grace or
not.
 Please note there will be no other
identifying information published in the
prayer list beyond the person’s first and
last name.
(You may share the reason(s) for the prayer
request if you wish but permission is needed
for that as well.)

WORSHIP MINISTER
SCHEDULE
SAT., MAY 11, 5:00 PM
Ushers:

Dave Branger, Margaret Nelson,
Jeri Raab
Lector & Com. Assist.: Bev Larsen
Accompanist:
John Kopp
Special Music:
Chancel Choir

SUN., MAY 12, 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Lector &
8:00 - Reni Krafft, L
Com. Assist.
Bob & Carol Wolslegel,
Anne DeClerc, CA
10:30 - Dick Schmeling, L&CA
Gayle Schmeling,
Bern Jacobson, CA
Altar Guild: 8:00 - Lois & Russ Kopidlansky,
Connie & Doug Russell,
Kaden Diemer
10:30 – Jayne Marler, Carla Skinkis,
Julie Miller, Laurie Reinen,
Anna Broeckel, Juell Jahnke,
Nic Langhoff
Acolytes:
8:00 – Hannah Willi, Jake Jazgar
10:30 - Jake Eggert, Tyler Ness
Ushers: 8:00 - Scott & Sharon Paplham, Katie
Paplham, John & Cheryl Kollath,
Grace Goodness
10:30 - Dick Destree, Daniel Selissen,
Bob Lotter
Accompanist:
John Kopp
Greeters:
8:00 - Bill & Dee Kaehler
10:30 - Paul & Helen Gubics

SAT., MAY 18, 5:00 PM

Ushers:
Rick & Janis Olson
Lector & Com. Assist.: Karen Pangborn
Accompanist:
John Kopp
Greeter:
Sharon Jonet

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Lector &
8:00 – Phyllis Seidl, L&CA
Com. Assist.:
Jeff & Kathy Koehler, CA
10:30 – Bern Jacobson, L&CA
Josh Moyer, Shyla Theel, CA
Altar Guild
8:00 - Sharon Paplham, Clarica
Erickson, Lydia Santana,
April Neuville
10:30 – Judy Swaer, Carla Brawner
Ushers:
8:00 - Jim & Dorene LaViolette,
Russ & Lois Kopidlansky,
Janet Petersen, Charles
DeClerc, Emily DeClerc
10:30 - Doug & Kathy Nelson,
Diane Charles, Mark
Waggoner, Marty Taylor,
Jackson Stollberg
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Acolytes:

8:00 – Joseph DeClerc
10:30 - Jack Uslabar,
Natasha VanDenack
Special Music: 8:00 - Chancel Choir
10:30 - Youth Band
Sunday School Students
Greeters: 8:00 - Karen Peterson, April Swim,
Marlene Flom
10:30 - Dana, Julia and Adrian Nava

THURS., MAY 23, 5:30 PM

Ushers:
Andrea Hansen, Pam Anderson
Lector & Com. Assist.: Jim Silha
Accompanist:
John Kopp

OPPORTUNTIES
TO SERVE
USHERS NEEDED:
Beginning June 16, we will
need a new team of ushers
for the 8 a.m. service.
 Usher teams serve about once every 4
weeks.
 They arrive a half hour before their
service and serve to welcome guests and
members to worship, collect the offering, and
guide people to communion.
 Training and a guidebook will be
available.
Please let Pastor Larry know by May 12 if
you can serve.
ONE CHANCE TO MAKE A
FIRST IMPRESSION
At the recommendation of
Jim Ladoux and the Vision
Committee, Council is
forming a committee to develop short
presentations during worship designed to
build on what we currently do to welcome
guests to Grace. Jim Ladoux has plenty of
resources to help this committee.
Time Commitment:
 Monthly meetings for about a year, more
at first to develop the presentations.
● Monthly presentations during worship
Please contact Pastor Larry if you would like
to serve on this committee.

ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S. Madison St., Green Bay, WI 54301
Phone: 920 432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
“Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay”

Worship Service Times:
Fall & Winter
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. with Holy
Communion

Memorial Day Weekend thru
Labor Day Weekend
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. with Holy Communion
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. with Holy
Communion
Christian Education each Sunday from 9:1510:15 a.m.

Staff:

Pastor Larry Lange
Res. Phone: 920-455-0511
pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange
pastorjulie@gracegb.org

Res. Phone: 920-455-0511

Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
Phone: 920-819-5482 rproefrock@yahoo.com
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Rev. Dick Schmeling:

dickschmeling@gmail.com

Sunday School, Kathy Poels:

education@gracegb.org

OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH WEEK AT 8:00 A.M. ON WDUZ RADIO 1400 AM
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