Good News of Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin
December 30, 2020

We celebrate Christ, teach Christ, witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ.

ANNUAL MEETING 2020
The Annual Meeting for the year 2020 will be, like the year 2020
itself, a bit different.
Our Annual Report will be in the form of the newsletter that will
be sent to you on January 20th.
(Those of you who are providing reports…please send them to
Sharon as soon as possible!)
The Annual Report is always an excellent opportunity for all of us to remind ourselves of
the kinds of things we accomplished together in 2020.
This year, your responses to the Report will be the subject of our Annual Meeting which
will be held on
Sunday, January 31 at 10:30 a.m.
The meeting itself will be a Zoom meeting which you will be able to join by computer or
even by a traditional land-line phone.
A link for the meeting and instructions for joining the meeting by phone will be sent to you
closer to the date of the meeting.
Once you’ve read the Report, please forward any questions or comments about it that you
would like aired or shared at the meeting to one of the pastors.
We’ll respond to all the questions at the meeting. The questions you submit before the
meeting are very important, because we won’t be able to take questions during the
meeting, since Zoom isn’t good at supporting conversations in large groups.
Because Council has asked present Council Officers and Board members if they’d be
willing to serve an extra year, an election will not be necessary, and no other official
business will be conducted.
The Annual Meeting remains, however, a good opportunity to share our thoughts about
2020 and how it will affect what we’ll be doing together in the New Year.
Which we hope will be a happy one for you all!
Pastors Larry and Julie

WEEKLY COMMUNION GATHERINGS
If you would like to attend the January 3rd Communion
Gathering, please call the church office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. during the week to let us know you’re coming.
● The capacity for this service is 45.
● Keeping the number of people gathering small and keeping the
amount of time for the gatherings short are important safety
practices.
● Knowing who has signed up for the services would also be helpful in case the pastoral
staff need to be quarantined or isolated and the gatherings need to be cancelled.
● COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating, communing after exiting the sanctuary.
COMMUNION BY APPOINTMENT FOR PEOPLE AT-RISK FOR COVID-19

The next opportunity for Communion by Appointment will be Saturday, January 9 from
1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Individuals, couples or families can sign-up beginning January 4 by
calling the church office during the week between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 432-0308
Communion will be
●
●
●
●
●

served by pastors,
in the sanctuary,
seated at opposite ends of eight-foot tables,
and using a very short order of service.
COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating.

We will make every effort to schedule an opportunity like this every month.

Faith and Family Time!
● On Thursday, December 31, recordings of the Bible Story for
January 3rd will be e-mailed to families in the weekly Sunday
School e-mail along with a message on the story from Pastor
Julie.
● If you have not received the mailing including the Faith and Family
resources for the month of January, please let Pastor Larry know.
Pastor Larry
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Time

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION
Let’s talk about the
Good News that we
find in the Gospel
according to Mark

 Baptism
 Transfiguration
 Crucifixion
 Resurrection
The Story of Jesus, his
teaching, his
interaction with friends
and foes, his death and
resurrection.
Join Us beginning next Sunday, January 3rd
at 9:15 on ZOOM
For a Zoom invitation, please e-mail Pastor Larry at
pastorlarry@gracegb.org
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MYSTERY monthly
Book club
What a terrific year we had! If you haven’t joined us yet, please feel free to pop in! Here’s our list for the
upcoming year so that you can get started.
JANUARY : The Other Side of Silence (A Bernie Gunther Novel) – Philip Kerr [This allows us to take a trip
to the Riviera when we probably need it most.]
FEBRUARY: Dead Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident (Historical Nonfiction
Bestseller, True Story Book of Survival) – Donnie Eichar [a true crime/mystery set in frigid Russia. Wear
your mittens.]

MARCH: The Kalahari Typing School for Men (No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency #4) – Alexander McCall
Smith [a cozy mystery for still chilly days]
APRIL: Case of the Caretaker’s Cat (Perry Mason #7) – Erle Stanley Gardner [Not all attorneys accept cats as
clients.]
MAY: The Daughter of Time – Josephine Tey [Voted greatest mystery novel of all time by the Crime
Writers’ Association in 1990!]
JUNE: Speaking from Among the Bones: A Flavia de Luce Novel (#5) – Alan Bradley [a Phd chemist in an
11 year old body]
JULY: The Long Goodbye – Raymond Chandler [classic noir!!]

AUGUST: The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (a Poirot mystery) – Agatha Christie [classic Christie!!]
SEPTEMBER: Run at Destruction: A True Fatal Love Triangle – Lynda Drews [a Green Bay true crime – ask
Pam!!]
OCTOBER: Talented Mr. Ripley – Patricia Highsmith [can you sympathize with a monster? Or There’s a
reason her books are filmed over and over again.]
NOVEMBER: Chinese Orange Mystery – Ellery Queen [recommended by the greatest authority out there on
mysteries, Otto Penzler!]
DECEMBER: Murder of a Lady – Anthony Wynne [classic locked room mystery set in Scotland!]
We’re meeting at St. Brendan’s in the Waterford Room where there is ample room for social distancing and
masking when not partaking in the consumption of root soup or curry chips.

Sunday, January 17th, 2021
TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED
[it depends on the Packers’ schedule]
St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room 234 S Washington St.
(water and coffee provided; additional snacks and beverages are available for purchase)
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/call 920-819-5482)
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The Board Board

Next meeting: January 19
 Every Sunday, the 8:00 a.m. service
is live-streamed on YouTube. It is
posted after 10:00 a.m. on
Facebook and the church web
site.
 Weekly communion on Sundays.
Need to call in to make a
reservation.
 At risk communion offered next on
Jan 9 and February 13 from 1:00
-6:00 p.m.

Next meeting: January 19
 Discussed the successful “Beginning
a Culture of Generosity”
stewardship campaign.
 The board also completed a request
to the Memorial Trust (first
needing council approval) to
participate in a 15 month
stewardship program offered by
the same group that assisted the
board with their fall campaign.

Next meeting: January 14

Next meeting: March 9

 The Annual food fight will be held
 Movie Night was reviewed. It went
December 6-18. The “winning”
well and we may try another
worship service will be announced
movie night in the spring.
at 8:00 a.m. on December 20!
 The board will not be meeting
 The Board of Outreach voted to give
regularly until we are able to
the remaining Restorative Justice
once again plan in-person
funds to “Restorative Justice of
fellowship activities.
Northwest WI”, a non-profit
organization working with
offenders to make amends to
victims and communities.

Next meeting: January 5

Next meeting: January 14

 Both Lobby heaters recently broke
 Received updates regarding the
down. Dean repaired one and the
current confirmation
other is in the process.
program.
 The 4:00 P.M. Christmas service will
 Finalized details for the Dec 30
feature carols around the tree
“Night Games 2.0” activity
outside. Hospitality Team members
for youth in grades 7-12.
will be needed for the event.
 Agreed to begin reviewing
 Because of the amount of computer
Grace’s existing safe
use during Covid, we are having
practices policy in January.
issues with upload speed. We will
need to upgrade our internet
service.

Congregational Council
Next meeting: January 12

Next meeting: January 26

 Beginning January 3 we will start a bible study on the
Gospel of Mark. This will be via Zoom, Sundays at
9:15-10:15 a.m. If you would like to join us, please let
Pastor Larry know, and he will send you the link.
 The Sunday School materials will be mailed to all
families for January. The February material will be
available for pick up after 12:00 PM on Monday,
January 25.
 Welcome to Laurie Reinen, who is the newest member to
join the Board of Education.
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 Grace exceeded 200 Intent Cards and will receive a
bonus donation of $10,000. Thank you!
 Strategic planning process to begin for guidance with
future staffing needs at Grace.
 Welcome newly confirmed members: Jason DeClerc,
Grace Goodness, Regan Mertens, Jack Stollberg,
and Ethan Swim.
 Council approved cost of living raises for staff.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!
At its September meeting, to avoid over-crowding the sanctuary with
an Annual Meeting, Council forwarded a request to all the Board
members to consider serving another year if their term was up. At
its October meeting, Council made the same request of Officers and
at-large members of the Council. Many Board and Council
members were able to extend their commitment to leadership at
Grace.
In addition to the positions opening up, many positions have been
unfilled for quite a while.
Council and most Boards are still hard at work: many hands make light work!
Please consider serving on a Board!

● Please check out the list below to see if the ministry of one of the Boards fits your
interests, gifts, or skills.
● Please let a Board contact person know of your interest.
● You’re welcome to attend a Board meeting to see what they’re working on before making a
commitment. Board contact people can arrange to get Zoom links for meetings to you
● All Boards are meeting by Zoom for now, but members can attend meetings by
phone as well.
● Board members serve for two-year terms and may serve more than three two-year terms
if they’d like and if there’s no one to take their place.
Thank you!
ONLY 1 MORE MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION NEEDED.
If you have a love for learning and a desire to help guide the educational offerings for all ages at
Grace, please consider joining. If you have questions please inquire with Pastor Larry, Pam
Anderson, or any Board member. If you’d like to “try it out” consider attending one of our
meetings.
Dates(s) & Time(s) – The Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year
term, 11 meetings, tasks related to projects.
2 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF CELEBRATION NEEDED.
This Board develops plans for all worship services and tracks the progress of all the music
ministries at Grace.
Date(s) & Times(s) – The Board meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year
term, 11 meetings, tasks related to projects. Contact Pastor Larry for further information.

2 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF PERSONAL GROWTH NEEDED.
2 members have stepped forward to serve on this board. Thank you!
1 MEMBER FOR THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP NEEDED.
This Board provided opportunities for members of Grace to consider the gifts they have been
given by God and how to share those gifts in support of the life and ministry of the congregation
Date(s) & Times(s) The Board meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year term,
11 meetings, tasks related to projects. Contact Pastor Julie for further information.

7

Preparation for Worship
this Weekend

Thank You to Grace

Sunday, January 3
Second Sunday of
Christmas
Readings:
Jeremiah 31:7-14,
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14,
John 1:[1-9] 10-18
FOOD FIGHT THANK YOU

Preacher: Pastor Julie

Thank you to members and friends of
Grace who - despite few oral
announcements, no phenomenal display
in the church hallway, and life in the
midst of a pandemic - still contributed
$4036 to the annual Grace Lutheran
Church Food Fight! Your generosity
allows us to assist our neighbors through
our on-going food pantry ministry. And,
congratulations to the Saturday night
worship service group who once again
“won” the coveted trophy! We are grateful
for your response.

Worship Music: Chancel Choir,
String Ensemble
AV Technician: Gayle Schmeling
•

The Board of Outreach

Please join us every Sunday at 8:00
a.m. on 1400 AM WDUZ for our
worship broadcast

•

The 8:00 a.m. radio worship service is
also live-streamed on YouTube at 8:00.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel so it’s
easier to find!

•

Links to our YouTube worship recording
are found on Facebook and our Website
(https://gracegb.org/online worship)
beginning after about 10:00 am Sunday
morning.

 Bulletins for our services can be helpful
and can be found on our website at
https://gracegb.org/online worship.

THANK YOU
Thank you for supporting
the “Give a Kid a Book”
Christmas giving
campaign. Members and friends of Grace
contributed $177.12 to Friends of the
Brown County Library for the purchase of
new books for children in low-income
families in our community. We are grateful
for your partnership in ministry!

WELCOME
Welcome to Beckett Peter
Stone, son of Brandon &
Brittany Stone and Kennedy
May DeJardin, daughter of
Camen & Miranda DeJardin
who were baptized this past Sunday.

The Board of Outreach
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GOD’S BLESSINGS TO
THOSE OF YOU WITH
ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE
WEEKS OF
DEC. 27 - JAN. 9

WEEKLY CALENDAR
January 3-9, 2021
Sunday, January 3
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study (Zoom)
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)

ANNIVERSARIES
Ron & Kathryn Pascale
Tom & Virginia Vichos

Monday, January 4
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)

BIRTHDAYS

Tuesday, January 5
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Board of Structures & Grounds

Geri Davidson
Dana Langhoff
Robert Moyer
Zoë Zimmerman
Ann Gauthier
Nash Lealiou
Judy Taylor
Greg Brown
Maren Assef
Cheryl Tauscher
Matt Hulback
Lauren Podrazza
Shawn Schneider
Josh Moyer
Kaylie Arndt
Carol DeClerc
Kathryn Pascale
Micki Volk
Amelia White
Madeline Mead

Wednesday, January 6
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Thursday, January 7
6:30 pm - Back to Normal Meeting (Zoom)
Friday, January 8
9:00-11:00 am - Food Pantry
Saturday, January 9
1:00-6:00 pm - Communion by
Appointment

Carol Schauer
Jesse Lamberg
Blanche Dudek
Evan Tursky
Allison Klemme
Marilyn Seibert
Norma Otterson
Jessi Zimmerman
Jenni Olson
Jill Donlevy
Taylor Konshak
Ava Sanders
Jim Taylor
Bev Michaud
Ken Dauer
Cheryl Kollath
Zoe Quasius
Sherri Wegner
Charlotte White

“CHRIST IN OUR
HOME”
Christ in our Home daily
devotional books for the
months of January,
February and March are
now available. Please
contact the church office:
432-0308 and we will send
one to you.

9

ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay
Instagram: gracelutherangreenbay
Twitter: Grace Lutheran GB

Due to the current restrictions on the size
of gatherings, please refer to the newsletter
calendar for our scheduled events or
contact the church office.

• Our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service is
•

broadcast on radio 1400 AM WDUZ.
Our 8:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed on YouTube.

• Starting at about 10:00 a.m. each Sunday,
links to recordings of our services are found
on Facebook and also our website under
Online Worship. Click the image for the
service you wish to view.
● The link for the bulletin can be found to the
right of the video frame on our website.

Staff

Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
rproefrock@yahoo.com, 920-819-5482
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Bell Choir Director: Pam Anderson
Reverend Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com
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