Good News of Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin
December 9, 2020

We celebrate Christ, teach Christ, witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ.

In 2008 our congregation established
The Mission Endowment Fund of Grace Lutheran Church.
The Mission Endowment Fund provides members of Grace an opportunity to support the Outreach
ministry of our congregation through gifts while they are alive, and through their estate planning.
The income from the Mission Endowment Fund is used exclusively for outreach ministry.
The Mission Endowment fund bylaws allow the Mission Endowment Committee to support
ministries in the following areas:
● Outreach into the community and synod such as to grants to seminaries, colleges or students
attending such institutions, social service agencies, special programs designed for those
persons in our parish area who are in spiritual and/or economic need, etc.
● Missions of the ELCA, nationally and worldwide such as new congregation development,
global mission, disaster response, evangelism, educational ministries, professional
leadership, etc.
● The development of any special outreach ministries directed to people outside of our
congregation such as neighborhood-wide Vacation Bible school programming, etc.
● Programs that enhance the missional outreach of the congregation such as comprehensive
media campaigns informing people in our area that we would welcome their visits, etc.
In November 2020, the committee had $8,000 to distribute from the Mission Endowment Fund.
The following ministries received our support:
● $2000 to Crossways Camping Ministry: to assist with maintaining staff and facilities after
closing for the entire summer of 2020 due to COVID-19.
● $2000 to the East Central Synod of Wisconsin: to assist with deficit reduction as
congregations in the midst of COVID have overall decreased their financial support of
synodical ministries.
● $2000 to ELCA Disaster Response- Wildfire Relief: to provide assistance to relief
organizations in areas in the Western US affected by wildfires this past summer.
● $2000 to the Lutheran Church of Guatemala: to support the instruction of trained pastoral
leaders.
Please contact Pastor Julie if you would like further information about the ministries supported by
the Mission Endowment Fund or if you are interested in making financial gifts to it.

WEEKLY COMMUNION GATHERINGS
If you would like to attend the December 13th Communion
Gathering, please call the church office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. during the week to let us know you’re coming.
● The capacity for this service is 45.
● Keeping the number of people gathering small and keeping the
amount of time for the gatherings short are important safety
practices.
● Knowing who has signed up for the services would also be helpful in case the pastoral
staff need to be quarantined or isolated and the gatherings need to be cancelled.
● COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating, communing after exiting the sanctuary.
COMMUNION BY APPOINTMENT FOR PEOPLE AT-RISK FOR COVID-19

The next opportunity for Communion by Appointment will be Saturday, December 12
from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Individuals, couples or families can sign-up now by calling the
church office during the week between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 432-0308
Communion will be
●
●
●
●
●

served by pastors,
in the sanctuary,
seated at opposite ends of eight-foot tables,
and using a very short order of service.
COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating.

We will make every effort to schedule an opportunity like this every month.

Faith and Family Time!
● On Thursday, December 10th recordings of the Bible story for
December 13th will be e-mailed to families in the weekly Sunday
School e-mail along with a message on the story from Pastor
Dick.
● You should have received enough Faith and Family Time resources for your entire family
for Advent (starting Sunday, November 29) and the month of December including the
awesome projects Jessi Zimmerman came up with. If not, please let Pastor Larry know.
Pastor Larry
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2020 Giving Opportunity
MITTENS, HATS AND SCARVES NEEDED
THANK YOU to all Grace members that made and donated hats,
mittens and scarves for our food pantry clients. They are very well
received and we could use more of them. If you could donate
these items, please bring them to church and drop them off in the
lobby. Our food pantry volunteers will take it from there. Many thanks!
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT: Looking for the perfect Christmas gift
to give to family members or friends? How about buying fairly traded coffee,
chocolate, cocoa and tea? Not only will you please people on your Christmas list with your delicious purchases but you will be supporting small
farmers in countries throughout the world. See the ad in this newsletter for
what we have available.

Thank You to Grace
From Crossways Camping Ministries
Dear Friends of Crossways,
I would like to thank you for your gift to Crossways Camping
Ministries. Your congregation’s generosity is of vital importance to the
future of Crossways Camping Ministries and to each youth and adult camper who visits one of
our three sites. Each gift helps to ensure that our programs will continue to serve our Mission
for many years to come.
Again, thank you for your generous support in our efforts to equip people of all ages with an
experience that will change lives and communities. Your gift will help us ensure that every
camper or guest will be able to afford a quality camping or retreat experience.
For more information about Crossways Camping Ministries, please check out our website:
www.crosswayscamps.org.
Respectfully,
Sharon L. S. Cook, Executive Director
UPDATE ON OPERATION CHRISTMAS
Many thanks to everyone that contributed to the Operation Christmas
collection. The funds received will go to Christmas presents and needed daily
items.
Operation Christmas is for two local homes run by Lutheran Social Services in Green Bay.
Men and women that reside in these homes are in transition phases of their lives. The
staff are a dedicated group of people that provide assistance along with daily life and work
skills support. Some of the residents are working and some are going to school with goals
of becoming more independent.
If anyone has extra 2021 calendars, they are very useful and appreciated. Please drop
them off in the lobby at church. Thank you.

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION
Church in Waiting
Our experience of God’s Grace in the
Season of Advent is to:
▪ Be Enriched and Strengthened
▪ Wait Patiently
▪ Repent and Prepare the Way of
the Lord
▪ Glorify God through Jesus
Christ

Join Us Sunday, December 13 at 9:15 on ZOOM
for an opportunity to share in the gifts that Advent gives us

For a Zoom invitation, please e-mail Pastor Larry
at pastorlarry@gracegb.org

Please have a Bible handy.
MYSTERY monthly
Book club
For December, we are reading Snow Blind by P.J. Tracy, a mother-daughter
writing team based in Minnesota. You may never look at a snowman quite
the same way again! We’re meeting at St. Brendan’s in the Waterford Room
where there is ample room for social distancing and masking when not
partaking in the consumption of root soup or curry chips.
Sunday, December 13th at 6 p.m.
St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room
(water & coffee provided; additional snacks and beverages are available for purchase)
234 S Washington St.
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/call 920-819-5482)
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Christmas at Grace 2020
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve
2:00 p.m. Live-streamed and recorded
Christmas Service
with Chancel Choir and Bells and others
TBA. Links to his service will be available
on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
gracegb) or website (www.gracegb.org).
4:00 p.m. Christmas Light and Carols:
Christmas caroling outside with glow sticks
for everyone! The service will be broadcast
over the radio so it’s available outside
around the Christmas Tree, in cars, or at
home! (WDUZ 1400 AM radio)
Whether you are worshiping from your car
or outside gathered around the tree, please
call for reservations beginning on
Monday, December 21.
● Worshiping from your car: please use the Monroe Street entrance
only.
● Gathered around the tree: please park only in the Madison Street
Newcomer Funeral Home parking lot.
● Please do not use the carport entrance.
● Face coverings required for outdoor worshippers.
● Actual worship begins after Christmas concert at 4:15 p.m. and
lasts ½ hour.
Sunday, December 27,
The First Sunday of Christmas
8:00 a.m. Live-streamed and recorded radio broadcast service. (WDUZ
AM radio) Links available on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
gracegb) or website (www.gracegb.org).
9:30 a.m. Christmas Communion Gathering (please call ahead beginning
Monday, December 21. Capacity: 45.)
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MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!
At its September meeting, to avoid over-crowding the sanctuary with
an Annual Meeting, Council forwarded a request to all the Board
members to consider serving another year if their term was up. At
its October meeting, Council made the same request of Officers and
at-large members of the Council. Many Board and Council
members were able to extend their commitment to leadership at
Grace.
In addition to the positions opening up, many positions have been
unfilled for quite a while.
Council and most Boards are still hard at work: many hands make light work!
Please consider serving on a Board!

● Please check out the list below to see if the ministry of one of the Boards fits your
interests, gifts, or skills.
● Please let a Board contact person know of your interest.
● You’re welcome to attend a Board meeting to see what they’re working on before making a
commitment. Board contact people can arrange to get Zoom links for meetings to you
● All Boards are meeting by Zoom for now, but members can attend meetings by
phone as well.
● Board members serve for two-year terms and may serve more than three two-year terms
if they’d like and if there’s no one to take their place.
Thank you!
2 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION NEEDED.
If you have a love for learning and a desire to help guide the educational offerings for all ages at
Grace, please consider joining. If you have questions please inquire with Pastor Larry, Pam
Anderson, or any Board member. If you’d like to “try it out” consider attending one of our
meetings.
Dates(s) & Time(s) – The Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year
term, 11 meetings, tasks related to projects.
2 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF CELEBRATION NEEDED.
This Board develops plans for all worship services and tracks the progress of all the music
ministries at Grace.
Date(s) & Times(s) – The Board meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year
term, 11 meetings, tasks related to projects. Contact Pastor Larry for further information.

2 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF PERSONAL GROWTH NEEDED.
This Board provided opportunities such as retreats and fellowship events to enable individual
members of the congregation to grow as people of God.
Date(s) & Times(s) The Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year term,
11 meetings, tasks related to projects. Contact Pastor Julie for further information.
1 MEMBER FOR THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP NEEDED.
This Board provided opportunities for members of Grace to consider the gifts they have been
given by God and how to share those gifts in support of the life and ministry of the congregation
Date(s) & Times(s) The Board meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 2-year term,
11 meetings, tasks related to projects. Contact Pastor Julie for further information.
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Preparation for Worship this
Weekend

Sunday, Dec. 13
Third Sunday of
Advent
Readings:
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Preacher: Pastor Larry
Worship Music:
Chancel Choir,
John Kopp and Carol Mead,
Katie Lange,
Pam Anderson
AV Technician: Gayle Schmeling
•

•

•

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to purchase a
poinsettia in honor or memory
of a loved one, please fill out
this order blank and either
drop it in the offering, bring it
to the Church Office or mail it to Grace
Lutheran Church, 321 S. Madison St.,
Green Bay, WI 54301 along with $12.00.
The small profit made from the poinsettia
sale will go towards additional decorations
for the church.
I WISH TO: PURCHASE A POINSETTIA
(which includes additional decorations)
In memory of: _____________________________
____________________________________________
In honor of:________________________________

Please join us every Sunday at 8:00
a.m. on 1400 AM WDUZ for our
worship broadcast

____________________________________________

The 8:00 a.m. radio worship service is
also live-streamed on YouTube at 8:00.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel so it’s
easier to find!

____________________________________________

Links to our YouTube worship recording
are found on Facebook and our Website
(https://gracegb.org/online worship)
beginning after about 10:00 am Sunday
morning.

From: _____________________________________

Please enclose $12.00. The deadline is
Wednesday, December 16.
Poinsettias can be picked up on December
27 or any day after that.

 Bulletins for our services can be helpful
and can be found on our website at
https://gracegb.org/online worship.

8

GOD’S BLESSINGS TO THOSE
OF YOU WITH
ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE
WEEK OF DECEMBER 13-19

WEEKLY CALENDAR
DECEMBER 13-19
Sunday, December 13
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study (Zoom)
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)

ANNIVERSARIES
Mike Engelke & Julie Komp
Tom & Shelly Harris
Ken & Velma Dauer
April & Mark Swim

Monday, December 14
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Tuesday, December 15
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Board of Stewardship (Zoom)
6:30 pm - Board of Celebration (Zoom)

BIRTHDAYS
Mary Barnes
Ruth Lukes
Bea Froelich
Kathy Chase
Emma Wegner
Wyatt Kirt
Camden Borlee
Marie Kleiman
Jarreth Haltaufderheid
Lisa Hegewald
Jim Overly
Katie Sommerfeldt

Wednesday, December 16
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Thursday, December 17
2:00 pm - GIFT Mtg. (Zoom)
5:30 pm - Strings Rehearsal
Friday, December 18
9:00 - 11:00 am - Food Pantry
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Felix Gracyalny
Bev Koplein
Ethel Bitters
Christine Clark
Ty Pyan
Chuck Anderson
Bentley Dorff
Allison Koltz
Linda Kriehn
Sawyer Hulback
Isaac Schaefer

ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay
Instagram: gracelutherangreenbay
Twitter: Grace Lutheran GB

Due to the current restrictions on the size
of gatherings, please refer to the newsletter
calendar for our scheduled events or
contact the church office.

• Our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service is
•

broadcast on radio 1400 AM WDUZ.
Our 8:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed on YouTube.

• Starting at about 10:00 a.m. each Sunday,
links to recordings of our services are found
on Facebook and also our website under
Online Worship. Click the image for the
service you wish to view.
● The link for the bulletin can be found to the
right of the video frame on our website.

Staff

Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
rproefrock@yahoo.com, 920-819-5482
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Bell Choir Director: Pam Anderson
Reverend Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com
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