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We celebrate Christ, teach Christ,
witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ.

BACK TO NORMAL COMMITTEE: UPDATE

The Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC) updated its recommendations for returning to inperson worship last month. Our Back to Normal Committee has been relying on their
recommendations and other guidance shared by our committee members from the fields of
medicine, education, and business. The new recommendations from the WCC are labeled
“Unsafe,” “Make It Safer,” and “Safest” and come with specific measures of statewide COVID
activity.
For the first phase of in-person worship at Grace, the Back to Normal Committee chose the
following criteria from the “Make it Safer” category:
Vaccination Rates (Brown County): 50 – 70+%
Viral Transmission (also Brown County):
• Cases: 5 – 10 per 100,000
• Positive Tests: less than 10%
It’s easy to track these measurements for the state; the WCC website is doing that for us. It
is little trickier, though, at least right now, to track them for our county. But the Back to
Normal Committee would like to use county statistics, because it reflects our local situation
better.
The bottom line: as the supply of vaccines increases, so the availability of appointments for
you to get the vaccine increase. Right now,
•
•

CVS and Walgreens are vaccinating folks in care facilities.
Appointments are being scheduled for people who are frontline health care workers,
police, fire, EMS, and ages 65 and older.

The more people who are vaccinated and who follow safety precautions for COVID, the
quicker we will be able to return to in-person worship.
Information about how to sign up has been available many times in the Press Gazette. The
Brown County Health Department also has information on its website.
Starting March 1, Wisconsin will open up vaccinations to education, child care, and some
other public-facing essential workers, people in congregate settings, people in Medicaid longterm programs, public transit, food supply chain, and non-frontline health care essential
workers.
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The Back to Normal Committee will continue to meet monthly and will let you know as soon
as it’s safe exactly what our first phase of in-person worship will look like. There’s no way
at this point to set a date for in-person worship, especially since we don’t know if the new
variants of COVID will affect us as severely as they affected England. They are coming
soon.
The more people who are vaccinated and who follow safety precautions for COVID, the
better we will be able to weather that storm.
At its March meeting, the Committee will evaluate the Board of Celebration’s plans for
parking lot worship for Palm Sunday and Easter. That’s good news … as is the fact that it
maybe it won’t be 15 degrees like it was on Christmas Eve!
Pastor Larry

WEEKLY COMMUNION GATHERINGS
If you would like to attend the Sunday, February 14th Communion
Gathering, please call the church office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. during the week to let us know you’re planning to come.
● The capacity for this service is 45.
● Keeping the number of people gathering small and keeping the
amount of time for the gatherings short are important safety
practices.
● Knowing who has signed up for the services would also be helpful in case the pastoral
staff need to be quarantined or isolated and the gatherings need to be cancelled.
● COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating, communing after exiting the sanctuary.
COMMUNION BY APPOINTMENT FOR PEOPLE AT-RISK FOR COVID-19: DATE CHANGE

The next opportunity for Communion by Appointment will be Saturday, February 20th
from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Individuals, couples or families can sign-up beginning Monday,
February 15th by calling the church office during the week between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. at 432-0308
Communion will be
●
●
●
●
●

served by pastors,
in the sanctuary,
seated at opposite ends of eight-foot tables,
and using a very short order of service.
COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating.

We will make every effort to schedule an opportunity like this every month.

2

EASTER SANCTUARY/
CHANCEL DECORATIONS
$12.00

VIRTUAL EDUCATION
EVENT OFFERED BY
WOODSIDE SENIOR
COMMUNITIES:
An Alzheimer's educational webinar will be
held on Friday, February 26 at 1:00 PM. To
register, please email Amy Mackenzie at
amackenzie@woodsidelh.org by Wednesday,
February 24. This event is free and open to
the public. An expert from the Alzheimer's
Association will discuss the latest in
Alzheimer's disease research and
treatment.

BROWN PAPER BAGS:
We are in need of brown
bags for the food pantry.
If you have any you could
donate, please drop them off
in the lobby at church.
Thank you.

Lilies and other plants may again be
given in remembrance or in honor of
loved ones this Easter season.
The cost
continues to be $12. Your plant may be picked
up anytime after Easter Sunday. Please return
the completed form and your payment by
dropping it in the offering plate or mailing it to
the church office. The deadline to order is Palm
Sunday, March 28.

DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, MARCH 28
I wish to donate a plant/chancel decoration:
In Memory of: _____________________________
___________________________________________
In Honor of: _______________________________
___________________________________________
By: ________________________________________
___________________________________________

YARN AVAILABLE:
We are so grateful for all the lovely knit and crocheted items that
have been made and donated for our food pantry clients. They
are so appreciated. For all you generous members, we have quite
a bit of yarn here at the church if you’d’ like to knit or crochet
hats and mittens for church and would like some yarn. Please call the church
office at 432-0308 or email us at office@gracegb.org.

“CHRIST IN OUR HOME”
Christ in our Home daily devotional books for the months of January, February
and March are still available. Please contact the church office: 432-0308 and
we will send one to you.
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SUNDAY ADULT STUDY
Let’s talk about the Good News that we find in the
Gospel according to Mark
 Baptism

 Crucifixion

 Transfiguration

 Resurrection

The Story of Jesus, his teaching, his interaction
with friends and foes, his death and resurrection.
Join Us on Sunday, February 14th at 9:15 on ZOOM
For a Zoom invitation, please e-mail Pastor Larry at pastorlarry@gracegb.org
NEW this year!
If you missed the Sunday Adult Study this week or if you’d like to see and hear
the class, please e-mail Pastor Larry and he will send you a link.

MYSTERY monthly
Book club
Join us in February for a TRUE account of the mysterious — and unsolved
— deaths of a group of elite Russian hikers in 1959. The nine suddenly
disappeared in the wintry wilds of the Ural Mountains. When their bodies
were finally found, none was properly dressed for the brutal cold. Dead
Mountain: The Untold True Story of the Dyatlov Pass Incident by
Donnie Eichar. Don’t forget your mittens.

Sunday, February 21st, 2021 - 6 pm
St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room
234 S Washington St.
(water and coffee provided; additional snacks and beverages
are available for purchase)
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/call 920-819-5482)
For a listing of all the books we will be reading in 2021, see our web site www.gracegb.org.
Click on News.
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Parables are not ordinary stories.
The word parable comes from two words in the ancient Greek language that were stuck together that literally
mean “to throw something next to something else.” Jesus literally threw his stories at the world his listeners
lived in.
And his stories broke stuff. They broke long-standing ideas about God and God’s Kingdom.
Example. Jesus tells a story in which God is a crazy old man running down the road to hug a disgraceful son
who is coming home after having wasted literally half of all the old man owned. Really? That’s God? I
thought God punished the wicked. Says so right in the Bible.
But Jesus’s stories are old. So sometimes we don’t get why they broke things, why they were so upsetting to
people. So we re-tell the stories. To capture their original craziness. This Lent, you’ll hear parables on
parables.
All the Wednesday services in Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 17
will be live-streamed to our YouTube channel at 2:00 p.m.
and available on YouTube by links posted on our website
and our Facebook page.
Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 2:00 p.m.
The Parable of the Talents: Matthew 25:14 – 30
Wednesday, February 24th, 2:00 p.m.
The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:1- 3, 11 – 32:
Wednesday, March 3rd, 2:00 p.m.
Weeds Among the Wheat: Matthew 13:24 – 30
Wednesday, March 10th, 2:00 p.m.
The Amazing Mustard Tree: Matthew 13:31 – 33
Wednesday, March 17th, 2:00 p.m.
Parable of the Sower: Matthew 13:1-9
Wednesday, March 24th, 2:00 p.m.
The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25 – 37

Faith and Family Time!
The Bible story and the message from Pastor Julie for Faith and
Family Time for Sunday, February 14th will be sent to you in the
weekly Faith and Family Time e-mail.
Pastor Larry
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Preparation for Worship
this coming Weekend

GOD’S BLESSINGS TO THOSE OF
YOU WITH ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 14-20, 2021
ANNIVERSARIES
John & Denise Kaldor
Sandra & Cameron Mc Cain
Gerald & Lori Zasada Jr.

BIRTHDAYS
Katie Demeny
Jacob Mead
Jody Schneider
Bob Niemela
Jay Eggert
Jake Broeckel
Jim Poels
Marlene Dockry

Randall Ramussen
Cameron Camacho
Ben Schoonover
Kare Goodness
Pat Cameron
Cortez James
Amy Vanko
Pam Bins

Sunday, February 14
Transfiguration of Our
Lord
Readings:
2 Kings 2:1-12,
2 Corinthians 4:3-6,
Mark 9:2-9

Preacher: Pastor Dick
Worship Musicians: Noah Lange, Katie
Lange, Chancel Choir, Denise Zenko
AV Technicians: Gayle Schmeling, Virgil
Burmeister, Pastor Larry Lange, Pastor Dick
Schmeling

WEEKLY CALENDAR FOR
February 14-20, 2021
Sunday, February 14
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)

•

Please join us every Sunday at 8:00 a.m.
on 1400 AM WDUZ for our worship
broadcast

•

The 8:00 a.m. radio worship service is
also live-streamed on YouTube at 8:00.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel so it’s
easier to find!

•

Links to our YouTube worship recording
are found on Facebook and our Website
(https://gracegb.org/online worship)
beginning after about 10:00 am Sunday
morning.

Monday, February 15
4:30 pm - Chancel Bells Reh.
Tuesday, February 16
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Board of Stewardship (Zoom)
6:30 pm - Board of Celebration (Zoom)

 Bulletins for our services can be helpful
and can be found on our website at
https://gracegb.org/online worship.

Wednesday, February 17
2:00 pm - Ash Wednesday Service
Live Streamed

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you would like to have flowers
put on the altar for Sunday
worship in memory of or in
honor of someone or some
special event, please call the
church office at 432-0308. The
cost is $40, and you’re welcome
to stop by and pick them up on
Monday if you’d like.

Thursday, February 18
5:15 pm - Strings Ensemble Reh.
6:30 pm - Chancel Choir Reh.
Friday, February 19
9:00-11:00 am - Food Pantry
Saturday, February 20
1:00-6:00 pm - Communion by
Appointment
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ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay
Instagram: gracelutherangreenbay
Twitter: Grace Lutheran GB

Due to the current restrictions on the size
of gatherings, please refer to the newsletter
calendar for our scheduled events or
contact the church office.

• Our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service is
•

broadcast on radio 1400 AM WDUZ.
Our 8:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed on YouTube.

• Starting at about 10:00 a.m. each Sunday,
links to recordings of our services are found
on Facebook and also our website under
Online Worship. Click the image for the
service you wish to view.
● The link for the bulletin can be found to the
right of the video frame on our website.

Staff

Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
rproefrock@yahoo.com, 920-819-5482
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Bell Choir Director: Pam Anderson
Reverend Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com
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