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We celebrate Christ, teach Christ,
witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ.
Our Mask-Wearing Days Are Not Almost Over
While people have begun to receive the vaccines against COVID-19, the actual percentage of people
in our community and state who have received it is very small. And while there are increasing
numbers of people who have recovered from COVID-19, the current understanding is that
“immunity” may only be 90 days in length.
So unfortunately, our mask-wearing days are not almost over.
With this information and the reports that the strains of the more contagious virus which have
been detected abroad are expected to make their way to our community, our Back to Normal
Committee met last week to learn more and to decide that our building-use rules remain in effect
until further notice:
•
•
•
•

Masks are required.
Social distancing is required.
Hand sanitizing is required for entering and exiting the building.
Those who are experiencing COVID symptoms or who are at-risk for COVID should continue
to shelter safely at home.

As we are also aware, there is growing evidence that achieving “herd immunity” through receiving
the two doses of the vaccine will not likely be accomplished until mid-summer at the earliest.
Therefore, any changes to our building-use rules, to our worship services, or our ministry
activities will most likely not be happening very soon.
Of course, this is disappointing and frustrating. The Back to Normal Committee will continue to
meet regularly and monitor the situation. Once it’s determined that it’s safe to do so, the plans
they have made for gradually returning worship and ministry back to normal will be put into
action.
In the meantime, Jesus is present in the Communion Gatherings held every Sunday at 9:30
a.m. to bless you and strengthen you for all the challenges this pandemic has thrown at all of us.
We also welcome you to receive communion by appointment one Saturday a month – next available
on Saturday, February 13th from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Despite all of what we have lost during the pandemic, in the quiet moments at the table with Jesus
and your family in Christ, we have not lost our connection to Jesus. Jesus is at Grace every week
waiting for us to join him at his table. And every day: because of technology and those serving at
Grace to use it, the Holy Spirit is in and with the Word of God which is shared as song, scripture
and sermon in the worship we prepare for you.
That’s Jesus’ name after all: Emmanuel – God with us.
Pastors Larry and Julie

WEEKLY COMMUNION GATHERINGS
If you would like to attend either of the January 17th and January
24th Communion Gatherings, please call the church office
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. during the week to let us know
you’re planning to come.
● The capacity for this service is 45.
● Keeping the number of people gathering small and keeping the
amount of time for the gatherings short are important safety
practices.
● Knowing who has signed up for the services would also be helpful in case the pastoral
staff need to be quarantined or isolated and the gatherings need to be cancelled.
● COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating, communing after exiting the sanctuary.
COMMUNION BY APPOINTMENT FOR PEOPLE AT-RISK FOR COVID-19

The next opportunity for Communion by Appointment will be Saturday, February 13th
from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Individuals, couples or families can sign-up beginning February
8th by calling the church office during the week between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 4320308
Communion will be
●
●
●
●
●

served by pastors,
in the sanctuary,
seated at opposite ends of eight-foot tables,
and using a very short order of service.
COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating.

Faith and Family Time!
• On the next two Thursdays, January 14th and 21st,
recordings of the Bible Story for the following Sundays will be emailed to families in the week Sunday School e-mail.
• The message for the Bible story for Sunday, January 17th (Jesus’ Baptism) will be from
Pastor Julie. The message for the Bible Story for January 24th (The Disciples) will be
from Pastor Larry.
Pastor Larry
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Annual Report and Meeting for the Year 2020
• The Annual Report for 2020 will be the newsletter sent on
January 20th.
• Your responses to the Report will be the subject of our Annual
Meeting which will be held on Sunday, January 31 at 10:30
a.m.
• The meeting itself will be a Zoom meeting which you will be
able to join by computer or even by a traditional land-line phone. A link for the meeting
and instructions for joining the meeting by phone will be sent to you closer to the date of
the meeting.
• Please forward any questions or comments about the Report that you would like
aired or shared at the meeting to one of the pastors.
We’ll respond to all the questions at the meeting. The questions you submit before the
meeting are very important, because we won’t be able to take questions during the
meeting, since Zoom isn’t good at supporting conversations in large groups.

MYSTERY monthly
Book club
Our January 17th book is The Other Side of Silence (A Bernie Gunther Novel) – Philip
Kerr [This allows us to take a trip to the Riviera when we probably need it most.]
For a listing of all the books we will be reading in 2021, see our web site www.gracegb.org.
Click on News.

Sunday, January 17th, 2021
At 6:00 pm

St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room
234 S Washington St.
(water and coffee provided; additional snacks and beverages are available for purchase)
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/call 920-819-5482)
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SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION
Let’s talk about the Good
News that we find in the
Gospel according to Mark
 Baptism
 Transfiguration

 Crucifixion
 Resurrection
The Story of Jesus, his
teaching, his interaction
with friends and foes, his
death and resurrection.
Join Us on Sunday, January 17th & 24th
at 9:15 on ZOOM
(No class on January 31 due to the Annual Meeting)
For a Zoom invitation, please e-mail Pastor Larry at
pastorlarry@gracegb.org

NEW this year!
If you missed the Sunday Adult Study this week or if
you’d like to see and hear the class, please e-mail
Pastor Larry and he will send you a link.
4
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GOD’S BLESSINGS TO
THOSE OF YOU WITH
ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE
WEEKS OF
JAN. 17-JAN. 30

WEEKLY CALENDAR FOR
January 17-30, 2021
Sunday, January 17
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study (Zoom)
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)

ANNIVERSARIES
Jim & Dianne Briggs
Pat & Sue Massart
Rick & Cora Haltaufderheid
Donald & Carol Podraza

Monday, January 18
4:30 pm - Chancel Bells Reh.
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Tuesday, January 19
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Board of Stewardship (Zoom)
6:30 pm - Board of Celebration (Zoom)

BIRTHDAYS
John Wier
Aleigha Seager
Amy Swatloski
Clementine Gracyalny
Kathy Nelson
Justin Jaeger
Greg Ivey
Grace McDonald
Ray Bosse
Franny Terrien

Wednesday, January 20
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Thursday, January 21
5:15 pm - Strings Ensemble Reh.
Friday, January 22
9:00-11:00 am - Food Pantry
Sunday, January 24
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study (Zoom)
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)

Diedric Berg
Jim Hegewald
Cyndi Kollath
Lil Suomi
Meagan Lealiou
Rose Schumacher
Karen Peterson
Roland Fengler
Andrew Brunette

Make a Difference in
Someone's Life – Become an
Adult Tutor with Literacy
Green Bay!
Training is available to
become a tutor, to help adults
with limited literacy skills or English
proficiency to learn to read, write, speak and
understand English. Consider becoming a
tutor and change someone’s life!
Tutor Training Workshops will be starting
February, 2021 and will consist of five 90
minute virtual sessions and self-paced
homework. No previous experience required!
To get started, watch a Volunteer
Informational Session anytime at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSAIVOZaN8U.
Contact Literacy Green Bay for more
information or to register for training: 4352474 ex. 102 or info@literacygreenbay.org

Monday, January 25
4:30 pm - Chancel Bells Reh.
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Tuesday, January 26
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Council Mtg. (Zoom)
Wednesday, January 27
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
7:30 pm - Guides Mtg. (Zoom)
Thursday, January 28
5:15 pm - Strings Ensemble Reh.
Friday, January 29
9:00-11:00 am - Food Pantry
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Preparation for Worship
the next 2 Weekends
Sunday, January 17
The Baptism of Our Lord
Readings: Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7,
Mark 1:4-11
Preacher:
Pastor Dick Schmeling
Worship Music: John & Cheryl Kollath,
Mike & Sarah Briggs, Pam Anderson
AV Technicians: Gayle Schmeling, Virgil
Burmeister, Pastor Larry Lange,
Pastor Dick Schmeling,

Collecting only thru this
Friday, January 15.

Sunday, January 24
Third Sunday after
Epiphany
Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10,
Psalm 62:5-12, Mark 1:14-20
Preacher: Pastor Larry
Worship Music: Noah Lange, John & Cheryl
Kollath, Mike & Sarah Briggs, and TBD

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you would like to have
flowers put on the altar for
Sunday worship in memory of
or in honor of someone or some
special event, please call the
church office at 432-0308. The
cost is $40, and you’re welcome
to stop by and pick them up on
Monday if you’d like.

AV Technicians: Gayle Schmeling, Virgil
Burmeister, Pastor Larry Lange
•

BROWN PAPER BAGS:
We are in need of brown
bags for the food pantry.
If you have any you could
donate, please drop them off
in the lobby at church.
Thank you.
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Please join us every Sunday at 8:00 a.m.
on 1400 AM WDUZ for our worship
broadcast

•

The 8:00 a.m. radio worship service is
also live-streamed on YouTube at 8:00.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel so it’s
easier to find!

•

Links to our YouTube worship recording
are found on Facebook and our Website
(https://gracegb.org/online worship)
beginning after about 10:00 am Sunday
morning.

 Bulletins for our services can be helpful
and can be found on our website at
https://gracegb.org/online worship.

ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay
Instagram: gracelutherangreenbay
Twitter: Grace Lutheran GB

Due to the current restrictions on the size
of gatherings, please refer to the newsletter
calendar for our scheduled events or
contact the church office.

• Our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service is
•

broadcast on radio 1400 AM WDUZ.
Our 8:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed on YouTube.

• Starting at about 10:00 a.m. each Sunday,
links to recordings of our services are found
on Facebook and also our website under
Online Worship. Click the image for the
service you wish to view.
● The link for the bulletin can be found to the
right of the video frame on our website.

Staff

Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
rproefrock@yahoo.com, 920-819-5482
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Bell Choir Director: Pam Anderson
Reverend Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com
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