Good News of Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
Green Bay, Wisconsin
March 17, 2021

We celebrate Christ, teach Christ, witness to Christ, and care for others as though they are Christ.

SURVEYING YOUR THOUGHTS ON A LONG-RANGE PLAN
FOR GRACE

Every confirmed member of your household should have
received a congregational survey on or about March 12th by e
-mail or the USPS. Please let the church office know if
you have not received a survey. Please contact the
pastors with questions about filling out the survey. Please
return the survey as soon as possible. The results of the survey will be shared with the
congregation and will form the foundation of the development of a long-range staffing plan.
It’s been said that those who fail to plan, plan to fail. That’s not our plan. Our plan is to
continue to work together to build a strong future for Grace Lutheran Church, worshiping
God, caring for one another, and serving those in need following Jesus.
Pastors Larry and Julie

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
The Back to Normal Committee and Congregation Council have agreed on a plan for inperson worship starting Saturday, May 1 and Sunday, May 2.
Several key facts about these services:
• We will start in-person worship only for services for which we have adequate volunteers
for every volunteer need.
• We are looking for teams of volunteers so we can start the following services: Saturdays
@ 5:00 p.m., Sundays @ 8:00 a.m., Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.
• (If we have adequate volunteers, we will start Thursday services on May 27.)
• Hand sanitizer, masks, and socially distance markers and seating will still be required
for all people in the building for worship or any other reasons.
• Starting on Mondays, people will need to make reservations for worship that week.
• Capacity for each service will be 45, though that does not include volunteers/staff.
• Communion will be offered at all services.
• Limited spoken responses will be part of worship, but no singing or hand-shaking.
• Our 8:00 a.m. radio service will still be live-streamed on YouTube and links will still be
available to it on Facebook and the website.
More details about the services will be available the last week in April.
Cont’d. on Page 2

Volunteers
Meanwhile, If you previously served as a volunteer, Pastor Julie will be contacting you about
returning to assist. If you haven’t served as a volunteer before but are willing to serve in an
area of ministry, please contact Pastor Julie.
The Back to Normal Committee continues to meet regularly to evaluate our worship and
building use plans. They have been serving for more than a year now offering us the results
of the latest research and thoughtful guidance. We have been blessed by their patience and
dedication. We will soon be blessed by the opportunity to gather together as God’s family to
renew and deepen our care for each other, our neighbors, and the world God so loves.
Pastors Larry and Julie

WEEKLY COMMUNION GATHERINGS
If you would like to attend the Sunday, March 21st Communion
Gathering, please call the church office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. during the week to let us know you’re planning to come.
● The capacity for this service is 45.
● Keeping the number of people gathering small and keeping the
amount of time for the gatherings short are important safety
practices.
● Knowing who has signed up for the services would also be helpful in case the pastoral
staff need to be quarantined or isolated and the gatherings need to be cancelled.
● COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating, communing after exiting the sanctuary.
COMMUNION BY APPOINTMENT FOR PEOPLE AT-RISK FOR COVID-19: DATE
CHANGE
Because we will be worshiping in-person beginning Saturday, May 1st and Sunday, May
2nd the final scheduled opportunity for Communion by Appointment will be Saturday,
April 17th from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Individuals, couples or families can sign-up beginning
Monday, April 12th by calling the church office during the week between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. at 432-0308. In the future, individuals, couples, or families who do not feel
comfortable joining us for in-person worship can call the church office anytime to set up an
appointment for communion with one of the pastors.
Communion will be
●
●
●
●
●

served by pastors,
in the sanctuary,
seated at opposite ends of eight-foot tables,
and using a very short order of service.
COVID-19 precautions are observed: masks, hand-sanitizer upon arriving and leaving,
socially distanced standing and seating.
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THE WORK OF ELCA WORLD HUNGER
As we have learned over the past weeks, the Work of ELCA World Hunger
provides programming and support to impoverished people in five areas:
●
●
●
●
●

Agriculture and nutrition
Water and Sanitation
Health Care and Prevention
Income and Savings
Education and Training

This week’s focus is a story of ELCA World Hunger at work in an impoverished community assisting
residents with Income and Savings:
About 1.4 billion people in the world (approximately 20 percent of the total population) live in poverty –
meaning that they live on less than $1.25 a day. For many of these individuals, their experiences with
poverty or continual financial insecurity have a significant effect on their health and well-being.
Inconsistent access to jobs or to stable income affects the ability of individuals and families to meet
their needs for food, health care, education and even clean and safe water, making the cycle of poverty
even more difficult to break. However, once an individual has a source of sustainable income they may
be better able to allocate time and energy to meet their basic needs.
Sustainable development is a part of ELCA World Hunger’s comprehensive approach that seeks to
move beyond relief and helps create long-term solutions for those most affected by hunger and poverty.
A portion of donations to ELCA World Hunger supports the development work of microloan programs
that help individuals and families access opportunities to create sustainable sources of income. This
money can be truly life-changing for families who receive it. These loans are either interest-free or
below-market interest, and once they are re-paid they grow the pool of funds. This allows for the
microloan projects to fund loans for other individuals and families in need. In this way, an initial
donation stays and is multiplied within a community. (adapted from ELCA World Hunger discussion
guide – Viriginia Quispe Story)
MICROLENDING explained:
Microlending, also sometimes referred to as microcredit or microfinancing, is the process of
distributing and managing microloans. As the name suggests, microloans are small loans often given
to people experiencing poverty who do not have access to standard credit or regular banks. A majority
of recipients are women. These loans are used to start or grow a business and help people achieve
more financial stability. Microloans usually fund businesses in the areas of commerce, food
production or sales of services or crafts. Many microlending projects require loan recipients to become
part of a lending group. Often each group member contributes a certain amount and the fund is
loaned to one member. Once the first member pays back the loan, another group member receives the
funds, and so on. These loans help recipients strengthen their self-esteem, business skills and
decision-making skills. In some cases, loan recipients take part in business education, training and
financial counseling before receiving a loan. These additional steps help individuals have the tools and
skills they need to use their loans most effectively. (Adapted from ELCA World Hunger Virginia Quispe
handout)
Through these microloans, ELCA World Hunger seeks to help people develop sustainable income which
benefits not only individual families but entire communities.
Please support ELCA World Hunger through a designated gift during this season of Lent. Our goal is
to raise $5,000 to support this ministry.
With our thanks,
The Board of Christian Outreach
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GOD’S BLESSINGS TO
THOSE OF YOU WITH
ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE
WEEK OF
MARCH 21-27, 2021

WEEKLY CALENDAR FOR
MARCH 21-27, 2021
Sunday, March 21
8:00 am - Worship (radio broadcast and
live streaming for YouTube)
9:15 am - Sunday Adult Study
9:15 am - Faith & Family Time
9:30 am - Communion Gathering (Sanc.)
6:00 pm - Mystery Book Club

ANNIVERSARIES
Krista & Branden Vande Ven
Terry & Starr Mleziva
Byron & Karen Froelich

Monday, March 22
4:30 pm - Chancel Bells Reh.
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Tuesday, March 23
1:00 - 3:00 pm - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - Council Meeting

BIRTHDAYS
Lillian Graf
Dotty Juengst
David Gajeski
Jack Stollberg
Jan Bielinski
Sam Petersen
Rebecca Schenkelberg
Jeanne Meyers
Kaden Diemer

Jeff Sanders
Kayla Dorff
Riley Krafft
Donna Geyso
Jennifer Ambrosius
Paul Wikgren
Jack Uslabar
Mary Rose Clark
Makayla Ness

Wednesday, March 24
2:00 pm - Lenten Service Live Streamed
6:30 pm - Confirmation (Zoom)
Thursday, March 25
6:30 pm - Chancel Choir Reh.
6:30 pm - Safe Practices Mtg. (Zoom)
Friday, March 26
9:00-11:00 am - Food Pantry

MYSTERY monthly
Book club
With March, we’re going to Botswana for a warm, cozy mystery
– a nice change of pace after our frigid, true-mystery of
February. Join us for Alexander McCall Smith’s, The
Kalahari Typing School for Men.

Sunday, March 21st, 2021 at 6 pm
St. Brendan’s Inn, Waterford Room
(water and coffee provided; additional snacks and
beverages are available for purchase)
234 S Washington St.
For further info, contact Pr. Rebecca (rproefrock@yahoo.com; text/call
920-819-5482)
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Parables are not ordinary stories. The word parable comes from two words in the ancient Greek
language that were stuck together that literally mean “to throw something next to something
else.” Jesus literally threw his stories at the world his listeners lived in. And his stories broke
stuff. They broke long-standing ideas about God and God’s Kingdom. Example. Jesus tells a
story in which God is a crazy old man running down the road to hug a disgraceful son who is
coming home after having wasted literally half of all the old man owned. Really? That’s God? I
thought God punished the wicked. Says so right in the Bible. But Jesus’s stories are old. So
sometimes we don’t get why they broke things, why they were so upsetting to people. So we retell the stories. To capture their original craziness. This Lent, you’ll hear parables on parables.
All the Wednesday services in Lent will be live-streamed to our YouTube channel at 2:00 p.m.
To get to Grace’s YouTube Channel to watch the live stream service, you can
• click the link on a “Pinned Post” on our Facebook page
• or click on the YouTube icon on the top of the home page of the website.
• After the services, you can still get a link to the services on our website and our Facebook
page.
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel so our services are easier to find!
Wednesday, March 17th, 2:00 p.m.
Parable of the Sower: Matthew 13:1-9
Wednesday, March 24th, 2:00 p.m.
The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25 – 37

Faith and Family

“CHRIST IN OUR
HOME”

Time!
•

The Bible story and the message

from Pastor Dick for Faith and Family Time for
Sunday, March 21st will be sent to you in the weekly

Faith and Family Time e-mail.

• Please let the church office know if your e-mail
address changes.

• Watch for resources for Faith and Family Time
for the month of April (including for Easter Sunday)
in the mail late next week. Please let Pastor Larry
know if you do not receive them.
Pastor Larry
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Christ in our Home daily
devotional books for the
months of April, May and
June are now available.
Please contact the church
office: 432-0308 and we
will send you one.
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE
THE RECEIPT OF A GIFT TO:
•

Grace Lutheran Church given in
memory of Robert Lambert by his
family.

EASTER SANCTUARY/CHANCEL DECORATIONS
$12.00
Lilies and other plants may again be given in remembrance or in honor of loved ones
this Easter season. The cost continues to be $12. Your plant may be picked up
anytime after Easter Sunday. Please complete this form and mail it to the church
office, 321 S. Madison St., Green Bay, WI 54301 along with your payment. The deadline to order
is Palm Sunday, March 28. Thank you.

DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, MARCH 28
I wish to donate a plant/chancel decoration:
In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
By: __________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s talk about the Good News that we find in the
Gospel according to Mark





Baptism
Transfiguration
Crucifixion
Resurrection

The Story of Jesus, his teaching, his interaction with friends and foes, his death
and resurrection.
Join Us on Sundays at 9:15 on ZOOM
For a Zoom invitation, please e-mail Pastor Larry at pastorlarry@gracegb.org
NEW this year!
If you missed the Sunday Adult Study this week or if you’d like to see and hear
any of the classes, please e-mail Pastor Larry and he will send you a link.
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Preparation for Worship
this coming Weekend

Preparation for Holy
Week and Easter
PALM SUNDAY:

Sunday, March 21,
2021
Fifth Sunday
in Lent

8:00 a.m.:
Service on the radio
on WDUZ 1400 AM
and live-streamed to
YouTube
10:30 a.m.:
Parking Lot Service. Space will be
limited. We will begin accepting
Reservations for Palm Sunday on Monday,
March 22. Please let us know if you are
planning on staying in your car or how
many of you are worshiping outdoors.

MAUNDY THURSDAY AND GOOD
FRIDAY, APRIL 1ST AND 2ND:
Live-streamed at 2:00 p.m. Links available
after the services on website or Facebook.

EASTER SUNDAY:
8:00 a.m.:
Service on the radio on
WDUZ 1400 AM and livestreamed to YouTube
10:30 a.m.:
Parking Lot Service with
communion. Space will
be limited. We will begin
accepting Reservations for Easter Sunday on
Monday, March 29. Please let us know if
you are planning on staying in your car or
how many of you are worshiping
outdoors.

A MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL BE HELD
FOR:
•

Jackie Dimick on March 27, 2021.

“Come to me, all you who labor, and I will
give you rest.”

Readings:
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
John 12:20-33
Preacher: Pastor Larry Lange
Worship Musicians: John and Cheryl
Kollath, Michael and Sarah Briggs, Chancel
Choir, Grace Goodness, John Kopp, Denise
Zenko
AV Technicians: Josh Moyer, Gayle
Schmeling, Pastor Larry Lange
● Please join us every Sunday at 8:00 a.m.
on 1400 AM WDUZ for our worship
broadcast.
● The 8:00 a.m. radio worship service is also
live-streamed on YouTube.
• To get to Grace’s YouTube Channel to
watch the live stream service, you can
 click the link on a “Pinned Post” on
our Facebook page.
 or click on the YouTube icon on the
top of the home page of the website.
 After the services, you can still get a
link to the services on our website
and our Facebook page.
● Subscribe to our YouTube channel so our
services are easier to find!
● After the services you can still get links to
our YouTube worship recording on Facebook
OR our Website (https://gracegb.org/online
worship) beginning after about 10:00 am
Sunday morning.
● Bulletins for our services can be helpful
and can be found on our website at https://
gracegb.org/online worship.
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ACCESS TO GRACE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301
920-432-0308
www.gracegb.org
office@gracegb.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay
Instagram: gracelutherangreenbay
Twitter: Grace Lutheran GB

Due to the current restrictions on the size
of gatherings, please refer to the newsletter
calendar for our scheduled events or
contact the church office.

• Our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service is
•

broadcast on radio 1400 AM WDUZ.
Our 8:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed on YouTube.

• Starting at about 10:00 a.m. each Sunday,
links to recordings of our services are found
on Facebook and also our website under
Online Worship. Click the image for the
service you wish to view.
● The link for the bulletin can be found to the
right of the video frame on our website.

Staff

Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org
Residence phone: 920-455-0511
Visitation Minister: Pastor Rebecca Proefrock
rproefrock@yahoo.com, 920-819-5482
Organist: Denise Zenko
Parish Administrator: Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org
Parish Secretary: Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org
Maintenance Supervisor: Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org
Choir Director: John Kopp
Bell Choir Director: Pam Anderson
Reverend Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com
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