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FAITH AND THE ACT OF GRINDING COFFEE 
Pastor Julie gave me a hand coffee grinder as a Christmas gift this year.  We have a hand 
coffee grinder I call Uncle George, because we think it belonged to Pastor Julie’s grandma’s 
uncle.  I began grinding coffee beans when I discovered Noah’s electric grinder in a cupboard 
populated by a Sears electric meat grinder Mom used to make the old family herring salad 
recipe, an old coffee percolator we inherited from someone, and a scale someone apparently 
stole from a store called Fruit Ranch which was just up the street from Dad’s beer depot.  I 
use the scale to weigh turkeys and backpacking equipment.   
 

WHERE DOES ELECTRICITY COME FROM?  
It began bothering me that I was using electricity to grind my coffee beans when I didn’t need to.  So, I tried Uncle 
George, but it ground coffee into powder which is too fine for my French Press.  Sad to say, but I’m not actually 
sure where my electricity comes from.  The coal piles along the Fox River?  Natural gas?  I’m not very excited 
about supporting industries using “fossil fuels” to make energy.  The extraction, transportation, and burning of any 
kind of fossil fuel are responsible for too many stories of the desecration of Creation.  Our suspicion about fossil 
fuels accounts for why we drive cheap, reliable cars that get at least forty miles per gallon.  I realize that solar and 
battery-powered energy production have their own environmental problems, most of which I have not had the 
time to research thoroughly.  But there are things about these forms of energy that may make them less damaging 
to the environment in the long run.  Maybe we’ll learn that their use is just as damaging to the environment as the 
use of fossil fuels.  But batteries are, at least theoretically, recyclable.  Maybe someday we’ll get smart enough to 
use all the methane from landfills and dairy farms to provide electricity. 
 

COFFEE AND CHRISTIAN LOVE 
Until then I’ll be hand-grinding my coffee beans purchased from organic farmers who receive a price for their 
labors that allows them to provide food, water, education, and health care for their families.  I received a complaint 
from a member of Grace for writing that buying fairly-traded coffee (or tea or chocolate) is an important way of 
expressing Christian love for people and Creation that buying cheap coffee is not.  Fairly-traded coffee is 
expensive, and I know some people truly can’t afford it.  But love is not cheap or easy. 
 

THE HAND-GRINDING COFFEE WORKOUT 
I like hand-grinding coffee.  My new coffee grinder isn’t very stable, it’s too small for the amount of coffee I use, 
and it takes a long time to grind.  But I have noticed a need to improve my upper body strength.  Firmly gripping 
the grinder and turning the handle provides a good workout.  Every good thing we do helps.  But even if doing 
good doesn’t seem to add up to much, doing good should be the reason for doing something in and of itself. 
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MAKING A PROFIT 
I witnessed an interesting conversation during a holiday visit.  Concerns were raised about “woke” companies: 
companies that publicize their concern for people of color or “the environment” or LGBTQIA+ people.  This, it 
was argued, is not the proper purpose of companies or industries.  The proper purpose of companies or 
industries, it was argued, is making a profit.  This was an interesting conversation, because it’s evidence that 
people are thinking about “the economy.”  Saying that the proper or primary purpose of companies or industries 
is making a profit is certainly a long-standing, defendable point of view.  My pension fund depends on 
companies and industries that make a profit.  Other things depend on making a profit, too, though I confess I’m 
ignorant about exactly what those other things are.   
 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF PROFIT?   
My high school class in economics is a distant memory.  Is profit all the money made after the expenses are 
covered from producing a product?  Which expenses?   
 

●  Excellent salaries and wages and benefits for all employees?   
●  Marketing for the product?   
●  Taxes?   
●  Attention to production methods that don’t harm the environment? 
●  Research and development?   

 
Is all the money earned after paying for all these things the definition of profit?  How is profit used then?  To pay 
shareholders?  To pay off debt?   
 

MAKING A PROFIT 
Some companies increase their profits by skimping on salaries, wages, benefits, product size and quality, and the 
protection of the environment or by maximizing “efficiency.”  Lots of people I know are suffering, because their 
companies tell them they need to “do more with less.”  In addition, most companies pay a few employees “at the 
top” more than the employees “at the bottom.”  Even Grace Lutheran Church does this.  It’s justified by the fact 
that some work is more valuable or difficult or demands more training than other work.  The difference, however, 
between the highest and lowest earners in most American companies is very high.  Some researchers compare 
that difference to the gap between what Kings and “Lords and Ladies” “earned” and what “peasants” earned 
500 years ago.  A few people lived in the palaces.  Most people lived in shacks. 
 

SOME COMPANIES ARE NON-PROFIT COMPANIES.   
They devote all the money they make to caring for all of their employees or to providing/producing high quality 
products using production methods that don’t damage the environment.  There’s no one way to use the money 
companies earn from the products and services they provide.  If all companies were non-profit companies, I don’t 
think I’d have a pension fund.  If all companies exploited their employees and the planet for the primary purpose 
of generating a profit to be enjoyed by a few people, the world would be in deep trouble.   
 

WHAT THE PROPHETS SAID 
That’s what the prophets in the Bible said.  When the economic leaders among the people of Israel constructed 
an economic system in this way, the prophets in the Bible said this was deeply disappointing to God.  God, they 
said, was concerned about “justice,” that is, love on a large scale, on the scale of “the economy.”  From God’s 
point of view, in other words, it’s a good thing that companies and industries pay attention to the care of their 
employees and Creation, not just to profit.  Maybe that’s what being a “woke” company means.  Maybe some 
companies and industries are “woke” because they want to look good more than they want to do good.  Still, 
being identified as a “woke” company doesn’t look good to everyone.  And, though there are many laws about 
how to care for employees and Creation, there’s no law saying that a company must be “woke.”   



Faith and Doubt 
and Pancakes! 

  

The Men’s Breakfast Study continues to  explore 
weighty theological themes! 

  

The following Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. in B. C.  
January 14th and 28th, February 11th and 25th, March 11th and 25th,  

April 8th and 22nd, May 6th 
  

Short videos from Rachel Held Evans, Richard Rohr, Krista Tippett,  
and others … 

  
Free will offering 
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THE HOUSE WE LIVE IN 
There are a lot of things to think about when we talk about “the economy.”  The word economy, by the way, 
comes from the Biblical Greek word for house or household.  The word “ecumenical” comes from the same 
word.  The “economy,” in other words, is the world-wide household we live in.  God has some ways of running 
the household in mind.  And human beings have some ways of running the household in mind, too, some of 
which harm people and Creation.   
 

FAITH AND THE ACT OF GRINDING COFFEE 
In the holiday conversation I witnessed about “woke” companies and the economy, one of the conversation 
partners whole-heartedly embraced the need for companies and industries to focus primarily on profit.  “As long 
as,” he continued, “it doesn’t hurt anyone.”  That one exception to the primary focus on profit opens the door to a 
lot of thinking about companies and industries and the products and services that they sell and that we buy.  It’s 
good to think about such things.  Christians think about those things with God’s interest in justice and love in 
mind.  This kind of thinking is called “theology.”  Yes, you can think theologically about cars, coffee, electricity, 
pension funds, profits, and coffee grinders.  Yes, you can think theologically about the ways we do things in 
God’s house.  It’s God’s house, after all. 
 
Pastor Larry  
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Come, Learn to Curl 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us Sunday, January 15th, 1:00-3:00pm at 

The Green Bay Curling Club: 
781 Mike McCarthy Way, Green Bay, WI 54304 

 
●  Ages 10 years old and above welcome 
●  $5 per person 
●  Come dressed warm with jacket, warm socks, hats, and mittens 
●  Please bring a change of shoes to wear on the ice so we 

don’t bring in salt from outside onto their curling surface 
 

RSVP to the church office by Wednesday, January 11th 
(920) 432-0308 or office@gracegb.org  
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GOD’S BLESSINGS TO THOSE OF YOU WITH ANNIVERSARIES OR 
BIRTHDAYS DURING THE WEEKS OF JAN. 8 - 21, 2023 

 
                 ANNIVERSARY 

Jim & Dianne Briggs  Pat & Sue Massart 
 

BIRTHDAY 
 

Kaylie Arndt   Cheryl Kollath   Kathryn Pascale 
Zoe Quasius   Micki Volk    Tom Brunette 
Carol DeClerc   Ben Kremer    Dedric Berg 
Janet Petersen   Laura Younkle   Grace Herman 
Kathryn Andrews  Brinley Anderson   Charles DeClerc 
Katie George   Katie Krafft    Olivia Myers 
Mia Quasius   Linda Rabe    Logan Uitenbroek 
John Wier   Nancy Wendt   Beth Wetzel-Gracyalny 
Amy Swatloski   Cyndi Kollath   Mason Hockers 
Jim Hegewald   Clementine Gracyalny   

A THANK YOU TO GRACE 

THE CONFIRMATION STUDENTS’ NATIVITY STORY GINGERBREAD 
CREATIONS!   
 

Thank you for checking out the Confirmation nativities in the North Basement 
again!  Over $260.00 was raised for Grace’s Food Pantry! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
 

Thank you to all members of Grace for your wonderful donations of gifts and 
cards for Operation Christmas. All the gifts were sorted, and the staff at the group 
home have picked them up and were very thankful for our contributions. 
 

Thank you to Chancel Choir and Grace members and friends for being able to provide Christmas 
Caroling at the group home on Dec 5th. Special thanks to John Kopp for helping organize the choir. 



PREPARATION FOR THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  
Saturday, January 7 at 5:00 pm  & Sunday, January 8 at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 

Preacher:     Pastor Dick Schmeling 
Readings:     Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17 
AV:    Gayle Schmeling 
Reader/Comm. Assist:       Saturday - Bev Larsen 
    8:00 - Byron Froelich 
    10:30 - Heather Borlee 
Altar Guild:   Saturday - Pam Anderson, Miriam Assef 
    8:00 - Lydia Santana, Sharon Paplham, Clarica Erickson 
    10:30 - Susan Lambert-Tease, Pam Bins, Judy Swaer, Alyssa Ness 
Ushers:   Saturday - Scott & Lori Ashmann 
    8:00 - Bill & Dee Kaehler, Sawyer Goodness, Mason Goodness 
    10:30 - Bill Stollberg, Dan Selissen, Kim Selissen, Dick Destree, Camden Borlee 
Acolyte:   8:00 - Keegan Volk 
    10:30 - Ryan Arrozal 
Accompanist:   Denise Zenko 
Coffee Hour:   Miriam Assef, Linda Rabe 

●  Please join us every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on 1400 AM WDUZ for our worship broadcast. 
●  Please subscribe to our YouTube channel: “Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay” 
●  or use the link on the online tab on our website: www.gracegb.org 
●  or go to our Facebook page: “Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay” or Twitter account: “Grace Lutheran GB.”  
● Bulletins for our services can be helpful and can be found on our website at https://gracegb.org/online worship.  
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PREPARATION FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Saturday, January 14, 5:00 pm & Sunday, January 15, 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Preacher:     Pastor Larry Lange 
Readings:     Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9,  
    John 1:29-42 
AV:      Josh Moyer 
Reader/Comm. Assist:       Saturday - Linda Rabe 
    8:00 - Cheryl Kollath 
    10:30 - Bob Mead 
Altar Guild:   5:00 – Linda & Dave Rabe 
    8:00 – Lois & Russ Kopidlansky, Connie & Doug Russell,  
     Franny Terrien 
    10:30 - Kathy Poels, Preston Thompson 
Ushers:   Saturday - Pam Anderson, Andrea Hansen 
    8:00 – Paul Kriedeman, Mark Kollath, Jesse Peterson, Grant Swim 
    10:30 – Jim Poels, Bob Goelz, Mark Waggoner, Isaac Schaefer 
Acolyte:   8:00 - Abi Mleziva 
    10:30 - Zoey Frederickson  
Accompanist:   Denise Zenko 
Coffee Hour:   Clarica Erickson, Phyllis Seidl 

http://www.gracegb.org
https://gracegb.org/online


Let’s Talk About 
God’s Faithfulness 

in Action 
SIGNS OF THE KINGDOM 

STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF  

MATTHEW 

Beginning Sunday, January 8 at 9:15  
in Room 102 

To attend by Zoom or for recordings 
please request a link from pastorlarry@gracegb.org 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

THE BOARD OF CELEBRATION  
Please consider serving on the Board of Celebration. 
 

● We meet monthly on the third Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
● We plan and decorate for all worship services including holiday services. 
● We choose hymns for all worship services.  
● We design worship aids (bulletins, web resources). 
● We support the ministry of worship staff and volunteers. 
● We oversee the Grace Music Scholarship program. 

 

If you would like to serve in these ways, we could use three new members of the Board of Celebration.  
Please contact Pastor Larry if you’d like to serve or if you have any questions. 

ALTAR GUILD  
With other members, you would prepare the elements for Holy Communion, assist with 
placing them on the altar and remove them afterward in preparation for their next use.   
 
Time commitment: One Sunday each month after the worship service you normally attend.   

 

Additional Sunday assistance needed at the 10:30 service. 
Contact Pastor Julie if you have any questions. Training will be provided. 

 

NEW COMMUNITY SHELTER MINISTRY NEEDS:  2nd Saturday of each month, 4:30-6:00 pm 
●  Four volunteers to serve the meal–instruction provided by shelter staff, not responsible for clean-up. 
●  Food donations:  desserts and fresh fruit delivered to the shelter by 3 pm Saturday. 

Sign up on the courtesy desk in the parlor or contact Jessie Berg at ejbdberg@gmail.com or 920-655-
8433 for further information.   
 
 
FOOD PANTRY:   
Want to feel appreciated?  Sign up to serve with a team hosting guests at Grace’s Food Pantry!  Pantry 
hours: Tuesdays 1-3 pm and Fridays 9-11 am 
 

Sign up on the courtesy desk in the parlor for the time that works best for you: one day a week or one 
day a month or whenever you are available!  Training will be provided.  Questions?  Please contact Dave 
Rabe at drabe51@sbcglobal.net for further information. 
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THE BOARD OF EDUCATION:   
If you love children and would like to see them grow in faith or you would like to 
continue to grow in faith, the Board of Education needs new members to join us in 
2023. The Board is responsible for Sunday School and the Adult Education  

programs at Grace. If you would like to join us or if you would like more information, please contact 
Pastor Larry at 432-0308 or Pam Anderson at 494-5360. 

mailto:ejbdberg@gmail.com
mailto:drabe51@sbcglobal.net
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GRACE WORSHIP BAND 
The worship band wants to help lead worship in 2023. In the past, we have led the 10:30 am service 
once a month. Typically, we practice on the Saturday before for about one hour. We are inviting all 
singers and instrumentalists to join us. We welcome people of all ages who sing and/or play guitars, 
other string instruments, recorders, flutes, brass instruments, percussion and whatever else makes a 
sound! 
We try to put a different musical sound to the hymns and are open to learn and teach the congregation 
new songs. Please let Pastor Dick Schmeling (in person or dickschmeling@gmail.com), Denise Zenko 
(in person), or Gayle Schmeling (in person or schmeldorf@aol.com), know if you are interested and we 
can arrange a meeting time to discuss what our participation will look like. Gayle promises to make the 
treats for worship band practice! 

JOIN THE “PARTY BOARD”!   (The Board of Personal Growth) one opening 
This board supports and provides opportunities for members of Grace to join in fellowship and learning 
throughout the year: picnic planning, women’s retreat and coordination of coffee hour hosting. The 
board is also working on the congregational initiative: ”Growing the membership of Grace“ and is 
focused on the redevelopment of the welcoming ministry of the congregation. 
 

Date(s) and Time(s) – the Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  2-year term, 8-9 
meetings, tasks related to projects 

ONE OPENING ON THE BOARD OF OUTREACH  
This board works to educate the congregation to be aware of and respond to the needs of others within 
the immediate community and the world in which we live.   
 

Date(s) and Time(s) – the Board currently meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  2-year term, 
11 meetings, tasks related to projects 

2 OPENINGS ON THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
This board works to educate the congregation as to the gifts of time, talents, and money they have 
received from God and provide ways for members of the congregation to share those gifts in the 
ministry of Grace.   
 

Date(s) and Time(s) – the Board currently meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  2-year term, 
11 meetings, tasks related to projects. 

AT-LARGE COUNCIL POSITION 
 

We are seeking a member of Grace to run for an at-large position on council.  If elected at the 
congregational meeting in January, you will join a group of committed leaders at Grace who provide 
guidance and direction for policies, programming and finances which enable our congregation to do 
ministry.  The council meets the 4th Tuesday of each month, 10 Tuesdays per year.   
 

Please contact Council President Kirk Uslabar kuslabar@NicoletBank.com or one of the pastors if you 
would like further information or desire to offer your leadership gifts in this way. 

mailto:kuslabar@NicoletBank.com


  

❖  The food pantry benefited greatly from the Food Fight.  The pantry has purchased gift cards and will distribute 
them for Christmas. 

❖  The Mission Endowment Fund distributed $8,300 recently.  Recipients include Crossways Camping Ministries, 
Casa Alba Melanie, Brown County Prison Ministry, NeighborWorks/Bridges Program, Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 
and Lutheran World Relief. 

 

Next meeting:  January 3 

❖  Annual state elevator inspection has been completed, as well as an inspection by A-1 Elevator. 
❖  Landscaping and seeding for the new sidewalk project was completed.  It will be evaluated again in the 

spring to check for settling. 
❖  We were storing some old church documents in a safe-deposit box at the bank.  The board decided to 

purchase a safe so that these documents can be stored safely on premises. 
 

Next meeting:  January 3  

❖  We hope you enjoyed the Sunday School Christmas Program.  There will be NO Sunday School on 
December 25th and January 1st.  Sunday School resumes January 8th. 

❖ Join us for Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study, starting a new topic on January 8th:  Signs of the Kingdom.  
We meet in the Zoom Room (room 102) at 9:15 a.m.  You can also join us via Zoom; just let Pastor Larry 
know, and he will send you the link. 

❖  Looking for a spot to meet with other Sunday School parents?  Join us in the Sunday Buzz (room 103) at 
9:15 a.m.  We are open and looking forward to seeing you. 

❖  If you love children and would like to see them grow in faith, or if you would like to continue to grow your 
faith, the Board needs new members in 2023.  We are responsible for Sunday School and the Adult Study 
programs.  If you would like to join us or have questions, please contact Pastor Larry at 432-0308 or Pam 
Anderson at 494-5360. 

 

Next meeting:  January 10  

❖  Encore Bell Concert – Friday December 2nd at 7:00 p.m.   
❖  Christmas Decorate volunteers needed for December 10th  
❖  Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 - 4:00, 6:00, and 9:00 p.m.  
❖  Christmas Day service, Sunday, December 25 - 8:00 a.m. service only 
❖  New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 - 8:00 a.m. service only 
 

Next meeting:  January 17  

❖  New member class coming up on January 7th. 
❖  Continued planning the Women’s Retreat for February 2023.  Watch for upcoming news on this! 
❖  Member pictorial coming up in the fall of 2023. 
 

Next meeting:  January 10  

 

❖  Reviewed need for additional board members and recruitment efforts. 
❖  Recapped the fall stewardship appeal. 
❖  Addressed December giving statement communication. 
❖  Discussed projects for 2023 and timing of 2024 appeal 

 

Next meeting:  January 17  
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WE GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
RECEIPT OF A GIFT: 
 
• To Grace Lutheran Church in 

loving memory of Bob 
Lambert from his family. 

 

Congregation 

Council 

❖  Youth and Family activity coming up January 15:  Curling at the Green Bay Curling Club. 
❖  Pizza fundraiser for the 2023 Mission Trip coming soon. 
 
Next meeting:  January 22  

 
❖  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 29th.  
❖  Council Approved Mission Endowment distribution of $8,300, in total, to Neighborhood Works/Bridges 

Program of Green Bay, Lutheran World Relief/purchase of health kit supplies, Crossways Camping Min-
istry, Casa Alba Melanie, Brown County Jail Ministries, and Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  

❖  Congratulations Confirmands:  Gavin Matuszewski, Michael DeClerc, Brinley Anderson, Talia Mayes, 
Raymond Arrozal, Adrian Nava, Makayla Ness, and Natalie Stollberg. 

 

Next meeting:  January 24  
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
321 S. MADISON ST. 
GREEN BAY, WI  54301 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Staff 
Pastor Larry Lange, pastorlarry@gracegb.org 
Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange, pastorjulie@gracegb.org 
Residence phone: 920-455-0511 
 

Organist:  Denise Zenko 
 

Parish Administrator:  Sharon Haapala, admin@gracegb.org 
 

Parish Secretary:  Ann Zehms, office@gracegb.org 
 

Maintenance Supervisor:  Dean Ahrens, grounds@gracegb.org 
 

Morning Maintenance Person:  John Schuh  
 

Choir Director:  John Kopp 
 

Bell Choir Director:  Pam Anderson 
 

Pastor Dick Schmeling, dickschmeling@gmail.com 
 

AV Technician:  Josh Moyer, joshmo695@yahoo.com  

Our Fall & Winter Schedule for in-person worship is: 
●  Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.  
●  Sundays at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

 
New COVID precautions:  
• Masks are welcome, not required 
• If you’re not feeling well, please stay home to rest 
and recover! 
• Please continue to use hand sanitizer upon 
entering and exiting the building. 
• Though there are no restrictions on greetings, if 
you prefer no touch greetings, please just continue to 
greet people by waving your hand. 
●  We’re back to singing our hearts out for every song! 
 

 

 

ACCESS TO GRACE 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
321 S Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301 

920-432-0308       www.gracegb.org       office@gracegb.org 
 

         Facebook:  Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay 
      Instagram:  gracelutherangreenbay 

                                                                     Twitter:  Grace Lutheran GB 

 

 

mailto:joshmo695@yahoo.com

