
WHO IS CREATION? 
Ash Wednesday 

February 22, 2023  
 

How the Dust is Alive  



           Grace Lutheran Church 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

We joyfully worship, grow in faith, and serve with Jesus  
as we invite and welcome our neighbors. 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2023  
12:10 & 6:00 pm 

Prelude  Denise Zenko   “Savior, When in Dust to You”   setting, Aaron D. Miller 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
   Gathering: 
   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 
 

The assembly gathers in silence. 

Kyrie 



Greeting 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 
  Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life,  
  creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,  
  and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus  
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
  now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 

 
 
 
The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
 

Readings 
 
Genesis 1:11 - 12 
11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that 
it was good.  
 
Special Music  6:00  - Chancel Choir   “Canticle of Renewal”   Jay Althouse 
 
Isaiah 58:9b - 12 
 If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The LORD will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

Reader: Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 6th Chapter. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for 
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, because they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, because they disfigure their faces to 
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal, becuase21 where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
*Hymn of the Day   ELW #801   “Change My Heart O God” 
 
 



  Change my heart, O God; 
 make it ever true. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 may I be like you. 
 You are the potter; 
 I am the clay. 
 Mold me and make me; 
 this is what I pray. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 make it ever true. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 may I be like you. 
 
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 
Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 
 
Invitation to Lent 
Pastor:  Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’  
  passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.  We begin this holy season by 
  acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy 
  in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our 
  sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy 
  the life our creator intended.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 
  against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 
  therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, 
  sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us 
  continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
  resurrection. 
 
*Confession of Sin 
Pastor:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Pastor:  Most holy and merciful God, 
All:  we confess to you and to one another, 
  and before the whole company of heaven, 
  that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, 
  by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

Pastor:  We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 
  neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
  mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we 
  confess to you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 



Pastor:  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to 
  you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we  
  confess to you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 
  confess to you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
  contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after 
  us, we confess to you. 
All:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Pastor:  Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
All:  Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

*Imposition of Ashes 
Pastor:  Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
  May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
  that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
  through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. 
 
Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister continues. 
 
Pastor:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
All:  so that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

Pastor:  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
All:  bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
All:  Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Pastor:  Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
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Pastor:  O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. Accompany us throughout 
  our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and renew all the baptized to declare your  
  praise. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  We give you thanks, because Creation is alive with life-giving power for the creatures you  
  created and for all of humankind.  Inspire all humankind to love Creation as a partner in   
  providing plenty for all people and creatures alike. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Renew the nations, O God.  Silence the name-calling and blaming among leaders of nations  
  and between nations with creative leadership and diplomacy.  Focus the attention of leaders of 
  government and industry alike on those who labor under crushing yokes in poverty, so people  
  can earn abundant lives for themselves and their families. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Renew your people, O God. Give us courage and strength to respond to those who are afflicted 
  by negative actions and words and by illnesses of all kinds, especially those we name now in  
  our hearts or aloud.  Equip our congregation and the church around the world with compassion 
  to care for our neighbors who struggle in the same ways. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our those who serve in faith formation ministries at  
  Grace including parents and grandparents, our Sunday school teachers and helpers, our  
  confirmation group guides, Mission Trip chaperones, and mentors and especially our   
  Sunday School families as they embark on the Faith Time for Lent faith practices.  Inspire us all 
  with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your disciples. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and place. Renew us by 
  the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us with them into your  
  everlasting presence. Merciful God, 
All:  receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew  
  your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All:  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
Pastor:  The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
All:  And also with you. 

 
 
   Meal 
  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ  
 
 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 



*The Dialogue 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*The Lord's Prayer 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Music: 
 
ELW #608 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

 
ELW #606  “Our Father, We Have Wandered” 
 
1 Our Father, we have wandered 
 and hidden from your face; 
 in foolishness have squandered 
 your legacy of grace. 
 But now, in exile dwelling, 
 we rise with fear and shame, 
 as, distant but compelling, 
 we hear you call our name. 
 
2 And now at length discerning 
 the evil that we do, 
 behold us, Lord, returning 
 with hope and trust to you. 
 In haste you come to meet us 
 and home rejoicing bring, 
 in gladness there to greet us 
 with calf and robe and ring. 
 
3 O Lord of all the living, 
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 both banished and restored, 
 compassionate, forgiving, 
 and ever-caring Lord, 
 grant now that our transgressing, 
 our faithlessness may cease. 
 Stretch out your hand in blessing, 
 in pardon, and in peace. 
 
Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 
Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 

 
*Communion Blessing  
Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All:  Amen 
 
*Communion Prayer 
Pastor:  Let us pray: 
  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
  world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
  made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All:  Amen. 

 
 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

*Benediction 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn   ELW #842   “Oh, Worship the King” 

 
 
1 Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above. 
 Oh, gratefully sing God's power and love; 
 our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
 pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 
2 The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
 Almighty, your pow'r has founded of old; 
 established it fast by a changeless decree, 
 and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 
3 Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
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 It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
 it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
 and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
4 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
 in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
 your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
 our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 
5 O measureless might, ineffable love, 
 while angels delight to hymn you above, 
 the humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
 with true adoration shall sing to your praise. 
 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 

 
*Dismissal   
Pastor:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude Denise Zenko   “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”   setting, Charles W. Ore 
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WEDNESDAY OFFERING:   
 

Offerings received at our Lenten midweek services are designated for the Crossways Camping Ministries 
and the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  Thank you. 



Let’s Talk About 
God’s  Faithfulness 

in Action 
SIGNS OF THE  

KINGDOM 
 

STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Sundays at 9:15 in Room 102 

To attend by Zoom or for recordings 
please request a link from pastorlarry@gracegb.org 

WHO IS  
CREATION? 

WEDNESDAYS 
IN LENT 2023 

  

  
 

 

Wednesdays in Lent: March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 6:00 p.m. 
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AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED:   
We are still in need of donations for the auction.  Items needed include movie baskets, gourmet 
baskets, spa baskets, food, games, services, gift cards, art, lessons - the possibilities are endless. 
We’re collecting through February 26th.  Thank you.  
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Faith and Doubt 

and Pancakes! 
 

The Men’s Breakfast Study 
continues to explore weighty   

           theological themes! 
 

Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. in B. C.  
 

February 25th, March 11th and 25th, April 8th and 
22nd, May 6th 

 
Short videos from Rachel Held  

Evans, Richard Rohr, Krista Tippett, and others … 
  

Free will offering 

SUNDAY ADULT STUDY:   
CIVIC LIFE AND FAITH 
Starts:  Sunday, March 5th  

9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  
in the Zoom Room 

Contact Pastor Larry at  pastorlarry@gracegb.org for Zoom links or  
Recordings 
 
 

Continues:  March, 12th, 19th, 26th, April 2nd, and 16th  
Join a conversation about religious liberty, the proper role of the church in relation to government, and 
many other critical topics. A response form after each session lets participants communicate with the task 
force itself on the material covered.  This study is part of the process toward developing an ELCA social 
statement on these many topics related to civic life and faith. 
 

mailto:pastorlarry@gracegb.org
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WORSHIP MINISTERS TODAY: 
 

Preacher:   Pastor Larry Lange 
Liturgist:   Pastor Julie Wrubbel-Lange  
AV:    6:00 - Josh Moyer 
Reader & Com. Assist. 12:10 - Gayle Schmeling 
    6:00 - Woody Wolslegel 
Altar Guild:   12:10 - Jayne Marler, Gayle Schmeling 
    6:00 - Clarica Erickson, Sharon Paplham, Lydia Santana 
Ushers:     12:10 - Pam Anderson, Andrea Hansen 
    6:00 - Ted & Barb Gloeckler, Bea Froelich 
Acolyte:   6:00 - Keegan Volk 
Accompanist:      Denise Zenko 
Special Music:   Chancel Choir; John Kopp, Director 

Grace Lutheran Church 
321 South Madison Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin  54301 
920-432-0308    office@gracegb.org    www.gracegb.org  

            
                       Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay                        gracelutherangreenbay 

 
  

Sharon Haapala, Parish Administrator - admin@gracegb.org 
Dean Ahrens, Maintenance Supervisor - grounds@gracegb.org 

Denise Zenko, Organist     John Kopp, Choir Director 
  

Rev. Larry Lange and Rev. Julie Wrubbel-Lange 
pastorlarry@gracegb.org          pastorjulie@gracegb.org 

Home phone:  920-455-0511 
  
 

Sunday Service broadcast at 8:00 a.m. on Radio 1400 AM and live-streamed on YouTube (Grace Lutheran Church Green Bay WI) 

http://www.gracelutherangreenbay.org/

